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Question: The Muslim World-- Changing Directions


“To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that you are on the wrong side of history; but that we will extend a hand if you are willing to unclench your fist.”


-Barack Obama, Inaugural Address, January 20, 2009


We are delighted that President Obama, has made a great deal out of the distinction between moderate and violent Muslims, which is very compatible with the thesis the United States and its allies should focus first on security and then on promotion of other key values.  Many leaders, religious functionaries and public intellectuals in the Muslim world reject violence, aside from whether or not they also embrace democratic values. (By violence we mean terrorism, invading and threatening other countries, acts of genocide as well as military build-ups and WMD proliferation.) We regard being against violence as a basic admission ticket to a new world order. [For more, see here and here].


Do you agree that the promotion of democracy and human rights is best given a second seat, behind the quest for partners for peace?

The Mother of All Deals

 Obama is reported to have sent a letter to Moscow suggesting that his administration would end the plans for a new missile defense system in Eastern Europe if Russia would help stop Iran from developing nuclear weapons.  (Obama has since stated that the letter was not an offer of deal, but more a statement of fact: if there is no treat of Iran gaining nuclear weapons, the need for the proposed defense system dissipates-- difference in wording but not substance). 
[[The mother of all deals


Among all the difficult choices and severe challenges President Obama will face on January 20th and in the months and years to follow, there is one very attractive change that is relatively easy to bring about. The major reason I am wildly optimistic about a US/Russia deal is that it can be based on a principle that underlies many, if not all, great deals: There are concessions that Russia can make for us that we care about deeply—and that they do not. And there are concessions Russia dearly wants—but about which we do not care nearly as much.


Before I quickly list the main elements of such a master deal I should note that it requires dropping the remaining vestiges of the neocon fantasy (a) that we can democratize the world and that only countries that embrace our kind of regime are reliable partners in peace, and (b) that we are a superpower which is so rich and omnipotent that we do not need to set priorities and can gain even things that are low on our wish list.


What does the United States want most from Russia? That it stop supplying Iran with nuclear plants and uranium and that it join us and the Europeans in a joint drive to convince Iran to come clean with regard to its nuclear military program. And—that Russia accelerate the Cooperative Threat Reduction Initiative, our joint project to ensure that the small nuclear bombs Russia has in great numbers (the bombs most suitable for terrorists) and the materials from which such bombs can be made will be better protected or rendered inoperative, and that their contents will be blended down. Russia has no profound reason to refuse to help us on these two fronts. Indeed, it has its own misgivings about facing a Muslim nation armed with nukes or terrorists with such weapons—only it does not feel nearly as threatened by these prospects as we are.



What does Russia most want from the United States? That we not put the instruments of “Star Wars” (our missile defense system) close to its borders and that we not surround it with NATO allies. Putting missile defense in Poland and the Czech Republic is one of those far out ideas of the Bush Administration that we cannot pay for anyhow, it is unlikely to work, and it can be located in other areas. And although we may wish to see Georgia and the Ukraine in NATO (some even want to make Russia a member!), we can defer this invitation, say, for ten years without breaking out in sweat or tears or feeling any other great sense of loss. 


 No Drama Obama has shown so far a keen sense for making moves that keep the voters in rapture. See his rapid fire cabinet appointments, which have stretched out over a fair number of news cycles. See the way he plans to introduce a grand stimulus package on his first day in office, and has invited the Pentagon to prepare an Iraqi pullout, all before the first week of his presidency is completed. Striking a major deal with Russia, a country which following 1990 had worked quite well with the United States but has recently turned into an obstructionist opponent to our foreign policy, would fit well into Obama’s first 100 days. Indeed, there is little that would make the much more difficult moves in the Middle East easier than first taking care of Iran’s nuclear program. This in turn requires finding a way to work with Russia. 


Hillary: Get your heavy coat ready. It is freezing in Moscow in January, but you can bring Russia in from the cold.

 ]]

Do you believe that Russia is willing to work with the United States in this way, or is it too keen to throw its own power around?
The Human Costs of Extending the Recession


For each day that implementation of the stimulus package is delayed, and the longer the deep recession lasts—the greater the human and social cost. Much has been made of the devastating economic costs we are facing. Decade of research show that other costs are equally high.


 For example, an increase in the unemployment rate of one percentage point that is sustained, and not reversed, for five years, is brings about an increase in homicides of 5.7 percent, in suicides of 4.1 percent, in state mental hospital admissions of 3.4 percent, in state prison admissions of 4.0 percent, according to an often cited 1976 study by Harvey Brenner which was presented to the US Congress’ Joint Economic Committee. The relation between recession and homicide was again affirmed in a 1984 Report to the Joint Economic Committee. 

Additionally, unemployment is the single strongest predictor in cases where men murder their wives. An abuser's lack of a job increases the risk of femicide fourfold, says a 2003 study reported in the American Journal of Public Health and led by Jacquelyn Campbell at the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing.

             True, in recent months the number of divorce filings in courts across the country has dropped.   Marriage counselors and divorce lawyers say that many unhappy couples are putting off divorce because the cost of splitting up is just too much in a time of stagnant salaries, falling home values and rising unemployment. People are “putting off the decision to divorce until the economy gets better…That's been my experience over the last 35 years. When you have an economic downturn people are not so quick to change their situation," states Gary Nickelson, President of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.  You may consider this a silver lining in a nation in which all other measures of social problems are rising, or consider it one reason spousal abuse is increasing. In any case, the longer we allow the recession to drag on, the greater the human and social price people are made to pay, above and beyond the economic costs.

By Amitai Etzioni. Originally posted to the Huffington Post here.
Iraq Election and Tribes


A recent article in the Washington Post notes that tribes are an increasingly powerful player in Iraqi elections.  Tribal leaders have “sway over the vast network of clan, patronage, and loyalty that the tribes in Iraq represent.” Tribal support is important for candidates for political office, so much so that many of the major parties are running tribal figures as candidates.  The ascendency of tribes is a topic which we have noted before, and as we have stated, learning to understand the Middle East through a tribal lens will help lead to a new strategy for peace and security.


For the full Washington Post article (“Iraq Election Highlights Ascendancy of Tribes”), go here.
The digital age and social interaction


With each new form of digital communication comes another round of debate over the isolating effects of the internet and modern life.  But a recent article on the increase in text-messaging among teenaged youth details how this is not the case.  For teenagers, who may not otherwise have unscheduled time together, text messaging can create “a send of co-presence” and be “socially affirming,” according to Mimi Ito at the University of California at Irvine.   

To read the full Washington Post article (“6,473 Texts a Month, but at What Cost?”) go here.
Security First
By Professor Meredith Kleykamp 

“In Security First, Amitai Etzioni presents an expansive argument advocating a U-turn in U.S. foreign policy: our international stance should be based not on the spread of democracy across the globe, but rather on ensuring basic physical security at home (from nuclear terrorism) and abroad (from murderous regimes).  The book tackles important, difficult questions that bear directly on American foreign policy in the coming years, among them: upon what moral foundation should our foreign policy rest; how effective are economic development and/or nation-building efforts in engineering democratization; does a ‘clash of civilizations’ exist today; what promotes internal security in fragile states; what justifies military intervention in sovereign nations, and what do we do to manage threats to our own security if we admit to having less power than imagined… Security First is an important book for scholars interested in contemporary foreign policy, political sociology, Middle East politics, or national security in the aftermath of 9/11, Afghanistan, and Iraq.”  

Upcoming Events 
Discussion [[title? Will this be on immigration?]]
Amitai Etzioni

Monday, March 9, 2009

3:10 pm

Vanderbilt University

Nashville, Tennessee
Lecture [[title? “Foreign Policy for the New Administration” ?]]

Amitai Etzioni

Monday, March 9, 2009

4:10 pm

Vanderbilt University

Nashville, Tennessee
Civil Society and Reconciliation in Comparative Perspective

London School of Economics

June 4, 2009 


The Centre for Civil Society invites participants for this forthcoming international conference which investigates civil society and reconciliation in a comparative perspective. The conference will explore the dynamics of reconciliation, transitional justice and civil society in a global context.  

For more information, go here.
“European Society or European Societies?”

Social Theory Conference 
European Sociological Association
September 2-5, 2009
Lisbon, Portugal


For more information, go to www.social-theory.eu
Good Reads

Yvonne C. L. Lee has published “‘Don’t Ever Take the Fence Down Until You Know the Reason It Was Put Up’ – Singapore Communitarianism and the Case for Considering 377A” in the Singapore Journal of Legal Studies (2008). In it, she puts forward the communitarian case for retaining a law criminalizing private sexual acts between two consenting male adults. (After parliamentary debate, the law was retained.)


Endorsements

The Responsive Communitarian Platform can be found here.  We invite all people who agree to endorse it here.

Roger P. Hamburg

Professor Emeritus of Political Science, Professor Emeritus of Public and Environmental Affairs

Indiana University

The Diversity Within Unity Platform is here.  We invite all people who agree to endorse it by sending an email to comnet@gwu.edu with the subject “endorse DWU.”

Roger P. Hamburg

Professor Emeritus of Political Science, Professor Emeritus of Public and Environmental Affairs

Indiana University

We welcome your thoughts, feedback, and communitarian news. Send them to icps@gwu.edu.
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