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For Alumni: A Database of Their

Very Own!
Claire Dygert

ne of the library resources

that students seem to miss

most after graduating from
American is access to information
da[abas €S. In ['CSPOHSC o frcqucﬂ[
requests, the University Library and
the Office of Alumni Programs have
partnered o provide a new online
resource: the EBSCO Academic Search
Alumni Edition database. Now, alumni
have free twenty-four hour access o
tllousal]ds 0.{ Eull‘tcxt jou[‘ﬂals, FIOII].
any place in the world with an internet
connection. The library is very pleased
to have chis opportunity to support
the information needs of AU students
beyond graduation.

‘The Academic Search Alumni Edition
database is similar to the Academic
Search Premier database that currently
appears on the ALADIN home page.
It is designed to meet the research
needs of the “post-college professional”
and provides full text for more than
2,300 publications as well as indexing
and abstracting for more than 8,000
publications, covering nearly all areas

of academic study. The database is
available through American University’s
alumni website at the i#Circle alumni
community portal at heeps://incircle.
alumni.american.edu. After registering
for membership in 72Circle, the user can
link to the EBSCO Academic Search
Alumni Edition database.

Now, alumni have free twenty-
four hour access to thousands
of full-text journals, from any
place in the world with an
internet connection.

Local alumni in the Washington
metropolitan area who visit the library
in person will continue to have access to
the full array of subscription databases.
Other  alumni  privileges  include
lifetime book borrowing and a fee-
based interlibrary loan service. Media
materials are also available for library
building use. The Reference Desk is also

open to alumni.

Fall Series to

Focus on Jewish
Literature

Diana Vogelsong

merican University Library is

the recipient of a small grant

for a scholarled reading and
discussion program sponsored by the
American  Library  Association and
Nextbook, enritled, “Let’s Talk Abour
It Jewish Literature.” Working in
collaboration with the Jewish Srudies
Program and the Campus Store, the
library will host a series of six classes
in fall 2007 on the theme: A Mind of
Her Own; Fathers and Daughters in a
Changing World. The program will
be open to the university community
as well as Friends of AU Library and
neighbors.  Professor Lauren Strauss
will lead the discussions on six works of
fiction ranging from Sholem Aleichem’s
Tevye the Dairyman to Myla Goldberg’s
Bee Season. Nextbook is a nartional
organization established to share Jewish
literature, culture, and ideas with Jews
and non-Jews. For more information on
this program, contact Carolyn Ramsden
at ramsden@american.edu.
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AU Library offers $1,000 towards book purchases for each new
tenure-track faculty member in the university.

New McLaughlin Fund Honors

Olmsted Editorial Project
Jennifer McMillan

stroll through the U.S. Capitol grounds or New York’s Central Park is
a walk in the footsteps of America’s most famous landscape architect.
ccording to the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted, who
designed those parks and many others, is “the founder of American landscape
architecture and the nation’s foremost parkmaker.” Future users of AU Library will
be able to retrace Olmsted’s steps in a very special collection of papers amassed by
his editors. A new and growing endowment, the Charles Capen McLaughlin Fund,
will support access to this important collection.

From 1963 to 2006, the papers of Frederick Law Olmsted were edited at American
University. Professor Charles “Charlie” Capen McLaughlin brought the important
project to AU. Initially Professor McLaughlin and then Professor Charles E.
Beveridge edited the series published by Johns Hopkins University Press with
volume seven scheduled to appear in 2007. The project has won such critical

accolades as, “A major contribution to American Letters,” “not merely indispensable

” o«

[but] challenging and controversial,” “a gold mine of information,” “a wonderfully

vivid source of the history of the Civil War,” and “a treasure ripe for looting.”

Future users of AU Library will be able to retrace Olmsted’s steps in a
very special collection of papers amassed by his editors.

This project had special meaning for McLaughlin, who even as a child wondered
who had planted ornamental trees along the streets. That wonder led him to the
study of Frederick Law Olmsted. Ann McLaughlin, Professor McLaughlin’s wife
and partner for many years, said, “After his death, it scemed fitting that the papers
he had collected from all over the country should go to American University where
he raughr for thirty-three years.”

To memorialize this important project and Professor McLaughlin’s legacy at AU,
Ann McLaughlin initated the Charles Capen McLaughlin Fund. This fund
supports the organization and processing of this specific collection and provides
general assistance for the University Archives. To date, generous friends and
family have joined together to raise more than $37,000 towards the $50,000 goal
to endow the fund. Once the fund reaches the $50,000 endowment level, it will
generate approximately $2,500 a year to support the archives and this collection.
Diana Vogelsong, Acting University Librarian, observed that the $50,000 goal
is reachable because so many realize that “support for this project assures the
recognition of the achievements of its founding editor and the ongoing work of the
American University Library, while creating a significant and lasting gift to benefit
researchers worldwide.”

New and Noteworthy:
Encyclopaedia Judaica

Long an important reference work in
its first print edition, the new 2007
Encyclopaedia  Judaica is now available
online as an ALADIN database. The
equivalent of twenty-two volumes or
18,015 print pages, the encyclopedia
can now be searched twenty-four hours

per day. Even color inserts have been |

reproduced in the online version, and the
user of the database will find a variety
of illustrations from Biblical animals to
illuminated manuscripts. Winner of the
prestigious Dartmouth Medal
given by Dartmouth College and the
Reference and User Services Association
of the American Library Association to
the most outstanding reference work of

annual

the year, the encyclopedia is considered
“an authoritative, interdisciplinary and
comprehensive examination of all aspects
of Jewish life, history, and culture,”
according to the award committee. Some
of the expanded areas of coverage in this
second edition include biblical studies,

women’s studies, and the Holocaust
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along with many updates for events that |
have occurred since the first edition was |

published in 1972. The encyclopedia is one
of many specialized reference works in the
Gale Virtual Reference database, which can
be accessed through the link on the library
home page to the ALADIN database. For
additional information, please contact the
Reference desk at 202-885-3238.
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