Revised syllabus for Social History of the Book

Oct. 31 – Nov. 28 

(rest of semester’s readings to follow soon)
A Social History of the Book

GNED 220G / Fall 2005

Monday/Thursday 9:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.

Class location:  Ward 301

Meg Meiman





Office hours:

Assistant Professor





Monday, 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Reference/Instruction Librarian



Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.   

University Library





By appointment

Office phone:  (202) 885-3245



Writing center – Batelle Thompkins, 885-2991

Email:  meiman@american.edu


Writing lab – Mary Graydon, make 









appointments online 

“A room without books is like a body without a soul.”











     -- Cicero

About the course

This General Education “wildcard” course is a second level offering in Curricular Area 2, Traditions that Shape the Western World.  The course is designed to give us a greater understanding of the social history of the book in Western Europe and North America, specifically the book’s relation to speaking, writing, and reading, as well as its place—both literal and metaphorical—within the institution of the library.  

The history of the book is a vast and multidisciplinary subject, interwoven with art, history, technology, and literature (to name a few areas).  This course seeks to place the history of books within the social contexts of writing and reading, by examining the tradition of the book not only as an aesthetic artifact, but also as an object within—and a subject of—social contexts.  In traveling from the private to public, from an individual reader to the library shelf, and from the print to the digital realm, books constitute a vast and fascinating history.  

This course seeks to explore that history in relation to the written and electronic word, and is accordingly divided into four parts:  Writing, Reading, Libraries, and Prophecies.  Part one (Writing), introduces the course with a history of the book as it relates to, and grew out of, the development of writing.  Part two (Reading) explores the histories of reading and communities of readers in various cultures over time (e.g., reading practices, censorship, and other related issues).  Part three (Libraries) looks at the history of libraries as they relate to the history of the book, as well as the physical structure and function of libraries.  Part four (Prophecies) considers where both the book and the library are headed in terms of form and function, given the development of online texts and digital libraries.
If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don’t hesitate to consult with me. In addition to the resources of the department, a wide range of services is available to support you in your efforts to meet the course requirements.

Academic Support Center (x3360, MGC 243) offers study skills workshops, individual instruction, tutor referrals, and services for students with learning disabilities. Writing support is available in the ASC Writing Lab or in the Writing Center, Battelle 228.

Counseling Center (x3500, MGC 214) offers counseling and consultations regarding personal concerns, self-help information, and connections to off-campus mental health resources.

Disability Support Services (x3315, MGC 206) offers technical and practical support and assistance with accommodations for students with physical, medical, or psychological disabilities. 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please notify me in a timely manner with a letter from the Academic Support Center or Disability Support Services so that we can make arrangements to address your needs.

Why this is a general education class
This course incorporates several goals from the general education program, and comprises—in addition to the description above—the goals for this particular class:

Writing and experience skills

You will hone your writing skills through a series of weekly writing sessions in you respond to and analyze various readings.  Furthermore, you will evaluate and critique one aspect of book history or one online digital library or collection, effectively summarizing and analyzing your chosen texts for a research paper.  

Critical thinking
This class will ideally motivate you to think analytically about the book as a social object, and its relation to specific contexts (readers, writers, authors, and researchers).  It is also designed to help you develop a deepened sense of seeing the creation and production of books as the intersection of history, art, and technology (among other fields), as well as a form that continues to evolve.  For example, how (or did) the birth of the codex contribute to the rise of Christianity?  Did the creation of spaces between words promote the act of silent reading?  These are two of many questions this course seeks to address in its exploration of the social history of the book.  
Intuitive, creative and aesthetic faculties
While this course gives slightly more emphasis to the social contexts of books, it will also address the book as an aesthetic object, covering the book arts of engravings, woodcuts, illuminated manuscripts, binding, and other aspects that contribute to a book’s aesthetic appeal.  Likewise, it will address the aesthetic qualities of electronic books and online collections, exploring (for example), the relation between a digital collection’s content and its layout or form.  

Globalism and balance concerning race, class, gender and culture

Although this course will focus primarily upon the social history of the book in Western Europe and the United States, it will also touch upon book history and readership in other cultures, particularly China and Japan.  Additionally, this course will cover the concepts of gender, race and class as they relate to book history (e.g., eighteenth-century British women writers, and nineteenth-century middle-class library subscribers vs. aristocratic book owners).

Information literacy

This course will devote one class to the process of finding, evaluating and properly citing information, and using the library and its resources as a means of research as well as an object of study.  We’ll address the difference between scholarly and popular sources; the act of citation as it relates to academic integrity; and the concept of authority as it relates to print and electronic culture (for example, vanity presses and reliable online collections).

Ethical issues
Book history is rife with examples of successful and attempted censorship; copyright compliance and fair use; and the issue (particularly in digital collections) of equity of access to knowledge.  This class will touch upon these and other ethical matters in the course of the semester.

Academic integrity
Academic conduct in this course is governed by the standards set out in the University’s Academic Integrity Code.  All work bearing your name should be your own.  If you have any questions about how or when to cite a source, please contact me.
Required texts:

Manguel, Alberto.  A History of Reading.
Petroski, Henry.  The Book on the Bookshelf. 

Additional readings on e-reserve and reserve in Bender Library:

Basbanes, Nicolas.  Patience and Fortitude.

Battles, Matthew.  Library: an unquiet history.
Birkerts, Sven.  The Gutenberg Elegies:  the Fate of Reading in an Electronic Age. 
Brown, John Seely, et al.  The Social Life of Information.

Chartier, Roger.  The Order of Books:  Readers, Authors, and Libraries in Europe Between the Fourteenth and 


   Eighteenth Centuries.

Darnton, Robert.  The kiss of Lamourette:  reflections in cultural history.

Dillon, Andrew.  Designing usable electronic text.
Finkelstein, David.  The book history reader.

Levarie, Norma.  The Art and History of Books.

Knuth, Rebecca.  Libricide:  The Regime-Sponsored Destruction of Books and Libraries in the Twentieth Century.
McLuhan, Marshall.  The Gutenberg galaxy:  the making of typographic man.
McKenzie, D.F.  Bibliography and the sociology of texts. 

Martin, Henri-Jean.  The History and Power of Writing.
Nunberg, Geoffey.  The Future of the Book.
Ong, Walter.  Orality and Literacy.
Course assignments and grading
Class participation – 20%
Blackboard postings and in-class writings – 20% 

Annotated bibliography – 15%

Draft of research paper – 15%

Final research paper – 30%

Class participation
Since this class meets only two days per week, and since participation is one-fifth of your grade for this class, your attendance is crucial.  Moreover, each student will be asked to initiate discussion for one class, which means you’ll need to show up.  Barring illness and other unforeseen events, please come to class in a timely manner and prepared to discuss the readings.  

Blackboard postings and in-class writings

This class will use Blackboard 6.1.  To access the site, use the address http://blackboard.american.edu.  Check this site to access e-reserve readings and check for announcements.  There will also be in-class journal responses required throughout the semester.

Annotated bibliography
As one component of your final research paper, you will compile a list of sources (books, articles, web sites) about a particular topic that grabs your interest (see assignment choices below), then summarize each source and analyze it in relation to your topic.  Use the MLA citation style guidelines when citing sources in your bibliography.  More information about the annotated bibliography and style guidelines will be covered in class and posted on Blackboard.

Draft of research paper
In order to ensure that you (1) don’t procrastinate and (2) fully enjoy your Thanksgiving holidays, I will require a first draft of your research paper, due on November 21.  **This draft will be graded.**  However, it is only worth half as much as your final paper, so treat it as a draft.  (A serious draft, but a draft nonetheless.)

Final paper (revision of your draft)
For this class, you must write an 8 – 10 page research paper.  In order to sustain your engagement with your topic and alleviate the pain of research and writing, I will require you to choose one of the following assignments.  After choosing your assignment, you’ll research it, compose an annotated bibliography, write a draft of your paper, then submit the final draft.  Below are the assignments.  **Please choose your assignment and specify your topic by October 24.**


Assignment choice #1

Choose one aspect of book history—creation and production, censorship, reading, art,
preservation—
as well as one region of the world renowned for book production 
(Germany, France, Britain, China) and research that aspect in relation to the geographic 
region’s history and culture.  


Assignment choice #2

Choose one electronic collection, library, or archival site and address the following aspects of 
the site as a collection:  the site’s purpose, history, target audience(s), aesthetic design, the 
breadth and depth of its collection (if it is a digital library), its organization, its archives, and 
any communities it engenders (listservs, online commentary).  You should also analyze how 
your chosen collection fits within the broader context and definition of a library, exploring 
issues of access and form (e.g., the merits and drawbacks of a digital versus a print collection 
and how that affects one’s understanding of it).  

Assignment choice #3
Create one of the following:  a series of paintings or drawings; a series of musical pieces; a series of web sites; or a series of works in any other creative medium.  Whatever medium you choose, the series must relate in some way to books, libraries, and/or reading.  If the work is temporal (e.g., a musical performance), it must be performed the final day of class.  If the work is atemporal (e.g., a series of web sites), it must be presented on the final day of class.  A draft of the creative work must be turned in on Monday, Nov. 21.

Syllabus for GNED 220G

Part One—Writing
Monday, Aug. 29 


Introduction to the course – overview of methodologies and approaches to book history 


Thursday, Sept. 1


Manguel’s “Beginnings” (p. 177-185); “The Last Page” (p. 3-23); 



“The Shape of the Book” (p. 125-147) from A History of Reading

Petroski’s “From Scrolls to Codices” (p. 24-39) in The Book on the Bookshelf
Monday, Sept. 5


Labor Day; no classes

Thursday, Sept. 8


Martin’s “Writing Systems” (p. 1-42) and “The Written and Spoken Word” (43-73), 



from The History and Power of Writing (on reserve and e-reserve)


Ong’s “Writing Restructures Consciousness” (p. 77-114), from Orality and Literacy 



(on reserve and e-reserve)
Monday, Sept. 12


Library day—introduction to research

Thursday, Sept. 15


Pedersen’s “Composition and Transmission of Books” (p. 20-36) and 



“Scribes and Booksellers” (37-53) from The Arabic Book

Carter’s “The Invention of Movable Type in China” (p. 211-222) from The Invention of Printing 

in China and its Spread Westward 


Chow’s “The Chinese Book and Late-Ming Publishing” (p. 57-89) 



from Publishing, Culture and Power in Early Modern China

Chibbett’s “The Printed Book” (p. 13-28) and “The Introduction of Printing and Print 


Techniques” (p. 29-38) from The History of Japanese Printing and Book Illustration (on 


reserve and e-reserve)

Monday, Sept. 19

Martin’s “The Arrival of Print” (p. 182-232), from The History and Power of Writing 



(on reserve and e-reserve)


Fussel’s “The spread of printing” (59-70) from Gutenberg and the impact of printing

Levarie’s “Gutenberg” (p. 77-81) and “Fust and Schoeffer” (p. 82-84) 



from The Art and History of Books

Pedersen’s “Printed Books” (p. 131-141) from The Arabic Book

Chibbett’s “The Movable Type Boom” (p. 61-78) from The history of Japanese printing and book 


illustration (on reserve and e-reserve)

Part two—Reading

Thursday, Sept. 22



Manguel’s “Metaphors of Reading” (p. 163-173) from A History of Reading 


Darton’s “What is the History of Books?”(p.107-135) from The Kiss of Lamorette 


(on reserve and e-reserve)


Ong’s “Print, Space and Closure”, from Orality and Literacy (on reserve and e-reserve)

Monday, Sept. 26


Chartier’s “The Practical Impact of Writing” (p. 118-142) from The Book History Reader 



(on reserve and e-reserve)


Manguel’s “The Silent Readers” (p. 41-53), “Learning to Read” (p. 67-83) 



and “Being Read To” (p. 109-123), from A History of Reading
Thursday, Sept. 29 (censorship and banned books day)


Manguel’s “Reading within Walls” (p. 225-235) and “Forbidden Reading” (p. 279-289) 



from A History of Reading

Flint’s “Reading Practices” (p. 316-323) 



from The Book History Reader (on reserve and e-reserve)


Graham’s “African-American Communities and the Black Public Library Movement” 



(p. 69-98) from A Right to Read (on reserve and e-reserve)
Monday, Oct. 3 


Lehmann-Haupt’s “Printing in the Colonial Period” (p. 7-46) from The Book in America

E. Jennifer Monaghan’s “Literacy Instruction and Gender in Colonial New England” 



(p. 297-315) from The Book History Reader

McLaren’s “Constructing New Reading Publics in Late Ming China” (p. 152-183) from



Printing and Book Culture in Late Imperial China
Thursday, Oct. 6


No classes—yay!

Monday, Oct. 10


Fall break—no classes 

Thursday, Oct. 13 (art day)


Manguel’s “Picture reading” (p. 95-108) from A History of Reading 


Levarie’s “The 
Seventeenth Century” 
“The Eighteenth Century”, and “The Nineteenth 


Century” (p. 217-284) from The Art and History of Books (on reserve and e-reserve)

Monday, Oct. 17


Tour of AU Archives and Special Collections

Thursday, Oct. 20


Student midterm evaluation of class

Monday, Oct. 24


Library day, part deux -- **Topics for research paper due today.**
Part three—Libraries
Thursday, Oct. 27


Manguel’s “Ordainers of the Universe” (p.187-199) from A History of Reading

Knuth’s “The Function and Evolution of Libraries” (p. 19-48) from Libricide 



(on reserve and e-reserve)


Petroski’s “Chests, Cloisters, and Carrels” (p. 40-54) and “Chained to the Desk” (p. 55-73) 


from The Book on the Bookshelf
Monday, Oct. 31

Knuth’s “China’s Cultural Revolution” (p. 165-198) from Libricide

Optional:  Lerner’s “Libraries of the Orient” (p. 51-67) from The Story of Libraries
Thursday, Nov.3


Knuth’s “Iraq, Kuwait, and the Politics of Thuggery” (p. 135-163)


Optional:  Lerner’s “Libraries of the Islamic World” (p. 68-79) from 


The Story of Libraries
Monday, Nov. 7 (public library day) **Annotated bibliography due today.**

Lerner’s “Libraries for the People” (p. 138-153) from The Story of Libraries
Thursday, Nov. 10 


Graham’s “Librarians and the Civil Rights Movement, 1955-1965” (p. 99-130)

Monday, Nov. 14 (book storage day)


Basbanes’ “Deep Sleep” (p. 475-505) from Patience and Fortitude

Petroski’s “Bookstack Engineering” (p. 167-191) and “Shelves that Move” (p.192-



214) from The Book on the Bookshelf 

Part four—Prophecies 
Thursday, Nov. 17 (the future of books)

Basbanes’ “Once and Future Library” (p. 386-424) from Patience and Fortitude

Project Gutenberg -- http://www.gutenberg.org

Many Books.Net -- http://www.manybooks.net

Monday, Nov. 21 (digital libraries)  **Draft of research paper due today.**

Griswold’s “Reading and the Reading Class in the Twenty-First Century” (on reserve) 


Perseus Project -- http://www.perseus.tufts.edu

Center for Electronic Texts in the Humanities -- http://www.ceth.rutgers.edu

Digital Catalogue of Illuminated Manuscripts -- 






http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/welcome.htm
Thursday, Nov. 24


Thanksgiving holidays; no classes

Monday, Nov. 28


Birkerts’ “Introduction” (p. 3-7), “The Owl Has Flown” (p. 70-76) and “Into the Electronic 


Medium” (p. 117-133) from The Gutenberg Elegies (on reserve and e-reserve)

Thursday, Dec. 1


**Visit from Claire Dygert, Electronic Resources Librarian at American University Library.



Duguid’s “Material Matters” (p. 63-101) from The Future of the Book 



(on reserve and e-reserve)
Monday, Dec. 5


Brown and Duguid’s “Reading the Background” (p. 173-205) 



from The Social Life of Information (on reserve and e-reserve)


**Sign up to present your final paper or project; the dates to present are Dec. 8 and Dec. 12.  



Thursday, Dec. 8


“Show and tell” (class presentations) from 5 students


Final class evaluation (20 minutes)

Monday, Dec. 12


Last day of classes!!


“Show and tell” (class presentation) from 9 students


**Research paper/project due today.**
