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APPENDIX A 

RESOLUTION 1721 (XVI) 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in 
furthering the peaceful uses of outer space and the urgent 
need to strengthen international co-operation in this 
important field, 

Believing that the exploration and 
space should be only for the betterment of 
the benefit of States irrespective of the 
economic or scientific development, 

use of outer 
mankind and to 
stage of their 

1. Commends to States for their guidance in the 
exploration and use of outer space the following principles: 

(a) International law, including the Charter of the 
United Nations, applies to outer space and celestial 
bodies; 

(b) Outer space and celestial bodies are free for 
exploration and use by all States in conformity 
with international law and are not subject to national 
appropriation; 

2. Invites the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space to study and report on the legal problems 
which may arise from the exploration and use of outer space. 



APPENDIX B: 

General Assembly Resolution 1962 (XVIII) 

DECLAR~-TION OF LEGAL PR:INCI~LES GOVER-N-lNG 
THE ACTIVITIES OF- S-,(ATES IN THE EXPLORATI-QN 

AND USE OF OUTER SPACE 

Unanimollsly adopted by tire General Assembly. 0/ ilre United-Nations 011 

December i3, 196j~ - -

The Gcnera-! Assembly 
Inspired by the great prospects opening up before mankind as a result of 

man's e-ntTy into outer space, 
-Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the progress of the Cllt-

ploration arid usc of outer space for [?eaccful purposes. .. 
Believing-that thc cllploration and usC" of outer space should be carried on for 

the benefit of all pcbpl1:5 irrespective of the. degree of their economic or sclcn-
tifjc development, 

Desiring to contribute to broad internafional co-operation in the scientific as 
well i!s the legal aspects of the exploration an'd usc of outer sp:acc for peaceful 
purpmes. 

B~lic-v1ng that such co-operation will coiitribiJie to the ueveloprnenl nf mutual 
umJcrstandi.ng and to the strcngtheninlL.{)f ffiendly rela!ionsDc\<Ween states :ind 
peoples. 

-Recalling its resolution -110 (11)" of November 3, (94-1.- whicR condemned 
propaganda deSigned or likely to_provlY'e or cncouruie any tfirc:ft to the:. p~ace. 
br~h of the peace, or act of aggression. and comidering-that the .. foremen-
tioned resolution is applieable to outer space. -

Taking Jnto consideration its resolutions 1721 (XVI) of Decemb~r 20; 1% 1. 
and 1802 (X.VII) of December 14, l%2. -'1dopted unanimously by the States 
Members of the Idnited N,?tions, -

Solc:mnly deClares that in the e-xploration and-usc of Qurer space States shonld 
be guided by the followil.g principles: 

1. The exploratton and usc of outer space shall be carried on for the benefit 
and in the interests of all m:lnk indo 

2. ,Outer space and celestial_bodies arc free for .exploration and use by all 
States on a basis of equality anll in' accordance with international law. 

3. Outer- space and celestial bodies arc not subject tQ nalionnl apprppriation 
~y claim of sovereignty. by-means of use or occupatio~, or by any other ,means. 

4. The activities of States in the exploration and lise of ouler space shall be 
carried on in accordance with intcrn:ttionul law. including the CharIer of the 

J Resolution 1962 (XVIII). 



United Nations, in the interest of maintaining international peace and security 
anGi promoting international co-operation and understanding: 

o S. States bear international responsibility for national activities in outer 
space, whether carried -on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental 
entities, and for assuring that nationaI- activili(.!s are carried on in confonnity 
with the pIinclples set forth in the present Declaration.-Thc nctivilies of non-
governmentul entities in outer space shall requit~ authorisation and corrtinoing 
supervision- by the Swte concerneq. When activities are karried on in-outer 
space by an international organisation, r~sponsibility for compliance with the 
principles-sct {ortltin this Declaration shall be borne by the international organ-
isation and by !.he Slales participating -in it. 

6. In the -exploration and' usc of outer S(T<lSC, States shall be guided by the 
principle of co-operation and mutual assistance and shall conduct aTI. their ac-
tivities in outer space witlLdue regard for the corresponding intcr.csts o-r other 
S~ales. If a SCale h~as reason to bcliGve that-an-outer space activity or expe~iment 
planned by it-or its nalionals would cal,!se potentially -harmful inter[erenc-e witfi 
activities of other States in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, it 
shall undertake appropriate international consultations before. proc~cding with 
any such activity or cxp~riment. A State which has reason 10 bclicve_ thai an 
outer space activity or experifuent planned by another State would cause po-
tentially harmful interference with activities in the peaceful explor:llion and usc 
of. outer spaCe may r~uest consultation- concerning the aClivflY Of experiment. 

7. The State on whose rcgistry an object {aunched inlo oumr space is....carrie.a. 
shall retain jurilidiction and control over such obOject, and any personnel there-
on. while in outer space, Ownership of objects l{l.unched into outer space, am! of 
rhcir:.coOlponent parls.- is not nffcclcd by their -poassage through _Ollter space Of 

by their return to the Earth. Sll~h oojects or c~mp;nent partdOtlnu beyond th~ 
-limits of the State or registry sl!all be.. returned.to that Slate. which sh~1I furnish 
·identifying ~tn upon request prior to retu-~n. 

8. Each Slate whic:h launches pr procures thc-Iaunchjng of in Obj.cCI- into 
outer space. anu-eacn Slate from who.:;c territory or facility an objcc( ~c; Ill.l.mch· 
ed. j.o; internationally liable fo_r dnmag~ to n Torcign State oUo its miiuraJ or 
juridical persons by stich objC"~ or its component parts on (he Earth, in a_ir 
space, or in outer space. 

9. StOltes shall regard astronauts as envoys of manlind in outer space, and 
shall render-Io them all possible assistanc(.! in the event of -accident. distr~'Ss, or 
emergency ianding on - the tcrritory of a foreign Stale or_ un the high seas. 
Astronauts who make such a landing sh:1I1 be safely and prompt Iy returned tll 
the-=Slale of registry of their space vehicle. 

I 28dlh. Plenary ML:cting 
Dcccmher l:t, J 96J 



APPENDIX Co: TREATY-ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ACTIViTIES- OF 
STATES IN THE EXP-LOR:ATHlN AND USE OF OUTER SPACE .. INCLUDING THE-
MOON AND OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES. JAN:1:IARY 27;- 1967 - -

"Space Treaty") 

-The States Parti-es to this treaty.-

Inspired by the great prospects opening_up before mankind as a 
result of man's entry into outer space. 

Recognizing the common interist of all mankind in tbe progreTs 
of the exploration-a~d use ~!_o~er Apac~_for peaceful purposes. 

Believing that the explor4tion and use of outer space 8~ould be 
ca-~ied on for the benefit_of &+1 peoples- irrespective of the 
-degree . o~- t,hei~:, eeonomic -or -scientif ie dev~lopjaent ~ -

_ Desiring to ~onl;.,1bute _to br-oad internati.ona~ co-operation in 
the scientific aa_well as the legal aspects of the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

-
Believing that such co-operation will Qontribute ~o the devel-
opment of mutual understanding and to t~e strengthening of - -
frie~dly re~ation8 between States and peoples. 

Racalling resolution 1962 (XVIII). enti-tled "Declaration of" 
Legal Principles Governing the Actiyities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, II which was adop_ted unani-

_mously 'by the Un~ted Nations General Assembly on 13 December 
1963. 

Recalling resolution 1884- (XVIII), calling upon States to re-
frain from placing in orbit around the Earth any objects carry-
ing nuclear,weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass de-
struction or from installing such weapons on celestial bodies, 
wnich was adopted unanimously by the United Nations General 

I Assembly on 17 October 1963, 



Taking account of United Nations Gener4l Assembly resolution 
110 (11) of -3 Nov~e~ 1947, whi~b condemned propaganda design-
ed or likely _to provoke or· encourage any thre~t to the peace •. 
breach of~he peace or act of aggression, and considering that 
the aforementioned re8o~ution is applicable to outer space~ --

_Conv!nced that a -Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities 
of State~ in the-Exploration a~d-Use of Oyter Space, including 
the HoOD and ..Dther Celestial Bodies, will further the Purposes-=. 
and Princip~es of the Charter-of the-U~~ted Nations, ' 

Have agreed OD tne fol~owing: 

-Article ,I 
- --The explora~ion and use of' outer space, including the moon and 
other celestial bodies, shall be 'carried out for the benefit 
and in the inteu6ts of all countries-,' irrespective _of their 
degree of economic _or scientific -deyelopment, and ihall be the 
,p.t.0vince of 'all mankind. . 

-Outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 
sn.ll be free for exploration and 'use ,by all ~tate8 without 
discrimination of 'any kind, on a basi~§f-equality' ~bd in 
aec~rdance with internatiQnal law, and there shall be free 
acc~sa to all areas of celeatial bodies. --

"There shall be f£e~dom 'Of- s"Cientific inv~8tigation. in 'outer-
_apace, including the,moon and otber,~~lestial bodies, and_ -
States sbali facilitate and enco~age international c~opera-
tion in such invefiltigationL L ' 

Article 11 

Outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, is 
not subject to -national appropriation by .claim of sovereignty, 
by means of use or occu~ation, or by any other means. 

Artiele III 

States Parties to the Treaty shall,carry, on activities in the 
e.xploration and use'of outer space,· including the moon and 
other celestial bodies. in accordance,with international law, 
including the Charter of tbe United Nations. in the interest of 
maintaining international p~ce and security and promoting 
international co-operation and understanding. 



Article IV 

,States Parties to the Treaty und-ertalie not;- to place in orbit 
around_the Earth any objects car~ying nuclear weapons or any 
o~h.r kinds of weapons of mass destruction. install such weap-
ons o~ celestial-bodies. or station such weapons in outer space 
in any other manner. -, . , 

_The mopn and. other celestial bodies ahall be used by-ali States 
Parties to the Treaty exclusively- for peac:eful pu~poaes. The.'-
e~tablishment of military basas~installations and fortifi~a­
tiona,. the testing of any type of weapons and the .conauct of 
-m1lit-ary. lDaneuvers-on celestial bodies shal-l be forbidden. 'Th~ 
use of military personpel-for _sclen(ific resea~crr or fo~ any 
othe~ peacefu~ purposes shall not be propibited: The use of 
any- equipment or facility necessary for peaceful exploratio~of 
the mooa and ~ther celestial bodi~s ~hall also not be pro- --
hibitag. • 

Artic;Le V 

Statea Parties to the Treaty shall regard astronauts as envoys 
of mank.ind ~ Outer -apace and shall:- relld~r to them all posdble 
aasis_tance ~ the - event- ot- accident. dinresa. 0; emergency' 
landing ~n ih. territory ot another State Party o~ on the_Pig~ 
seas.-=' When astrqnauts make such a landing, they shall be _ 
.afely. ~nd" promp~ly returned to _tl,!e State -of registry of thair-' 
.. pace vehic!,e. - - :- . . . 

In- carrying.. on acti'vitiea in out.e%" "space and on celestial.._ 
bodies. th~ aatronauts of-one State Party aha~l render all 
possible a8~istance to the astronauts of other-$tates Parties. 

- State~ Parti,s to the Treaty 8~ll immediately inform the other 
States Parties to the Treaty or~the Secr~tary-General of the 
United Nations of any phenomena they discover in outer space. 
including the mOon and otber celestial bodies. which could con-
stitute a danger to the ~ife or health of astronauts. 

Article VI 

States Parties to the_Treaty=shall b~ar international responsi-
bility for national activities ill outer space, including the-
moon and other celestial bodies, whether such activities are 
carried on by governmental agenctes or by non-governmental 
entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried 
out in conformity with the provisions set forth in the present 
Treaty. The activities of non-governmental entities in outer 



space, including the ~on_acd other cel~stial bodies, shall re-
quire autQorization and continuing supervision by the appro-
priate State Party-to the Treaty~ When activities are carried 
on in outer space} inclpding the moon and other celestiaL 

- boQies.-~y an internati~nal org~bizatton, ~spon8ibility for 
compliance wi.t~ this Treaty shall be borne Doth by the interna--
tional organization ana by_ the States Partie~ -to the Treaty 
participating in such organization. 

Article VII 

-Each State Party to the Treaty that launches or pTo~ure~-the ~ 
launching of an obfect-into o~ier space~ including the moo~ and 
other celestial bQdies, and ~ach S~ate Party-from whose terri-
tory or facility an object is launched._ is internationally. 
ltable for damage- to. ano.ther- State Party to the Treaty or -to , 
its natural or juridical persons by such object or its compon-
ent parts on tRe Earth,'_in air space or in 'Outer sp~ce, -inclu~ 
iDS the moon and other celestial bodie~. 

Art~cle_-VI~I " 

A State Party to the Treaty on wha~e ~gistry an object 
launched :blto oute-r" space is i::a~ried shall ~retain jurisdiction 
and control_oyer such" object, and_'over any_personnal there_oi, 
while :[n outer s-pace Or- on", 'celestial body. OIlnership of-'ob-. 
jec~s launched intp outer apae!'!. iric:-lud1ng objects lande~ or-_ 
constructed on- a celestial body, and of-their-compon~nt p~r~s, 
1s not affected- by their presence, i'll-Outer -space or" on -a celes-
tial body or by their return to -'the Earth. Such objects cir 
component parts- found beyoOd- 'the limits of_ tha. State Party to 
the Treaty- 011 whose _re-gis-try they are carried_ shall De returned-
~a that Stat~PartY. wnich shall, upon request, furnish identi~ 
fying data prior to their return. 

Article- IX 

.In the exploration arid use of outer· space, inc"luding the moon 
and other celestial-bodies,-·States Part:l,es to the Trea~y s.hall 
be guided by the principle of ~o-operation and·mutual 8ssis-
tance and shall conduct all 'their activities in outer space, 
including the moon and other celes'tial bodies, with due r~gard 
to the corresponding interests of all other States Parties to 
the Treaty. States Parties to the Treaty shall pursue studies 
of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 
.. nd conduct exploration of them so as to 'avoid their harmful 
contamination and also adverse changes in the enviro~ent of 



_th~ Earth resulting from the i-ntroduction of extraterrestrial 
~tter and, where oecessary, shall-adoPt appropriate measures, 
for- '~his purpose. -If a State Party to the. Treaty has reason to 
believe tha~ an activity a! expe~im&nt-planned by it or its 
nationals in ollte~ space, including the moon and other celes- " 
tial bo~ies, would cause' poten~ally h~rmful interference~ith 
activities of-other States Partfes jn the peaceful ex~loration 
and use of outer space, including tbe moon and other celestial 
bodi,es, _it shall undertake appropriate inter:national consult&"-
tiona before pr.oee~d.in8 with any such act~v1ty or experiment. 

_A State Party to the Treaty which has reason to beiieve that an' 
activity or experiment planned by anoth&r State Party-in outer 
space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, would -
cause -potentially harmful ,in-:terference ~ith acti'lities in' the 
peac~ful exploration and u~e of outer space,· including the moon 
and other celestia-l bodies, may request consulea.tion concerning 
the.activi~y or experiment~ 

Articie X 

In order to promote international co-operation in the explora-
tio~and use of outer space. including th~ moon and other 
c~estia.l bodies-~ in conformIty with th~ purpol!,.es otthis _. 
Treaty, the States Parties .of the Treaty sl1a~l;consiaer on a-' 
basis -of equality any reques-ts by othH '$tates Part~& to the 
Treaty. to be afforde4 _an opportunity -to ob~erve the_ flight _of 
-spac'e o1:;jects launched-by tholie -States. - -:. - __ --

Th; nat~re of such an-oppoituniey for observa~ion and the .con-
ditions under ~hich it -could be afforded shall be determ~~ed-DY­
agreement between the States concerned. 

-:. Article XI 

In o.rder· to promote international co-operation in 'the peaceful 
exploration and use of outer-space, States Parties to the 
Treaty conducting. activities-in outer space,-including the moon 
and other celestial bodies, a,gree tp inf~r-m the SecretarY-
General Qf the Un! ted Nations: as well all 'the' P.ui?1ic and .the 
international scientific cgmmunity, ·~b the greates~ extent 
feasible and prae.ticable,. of the nature, conduct~ loeati.ons and" 
results of such activicies. On receiving the said information, 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations should be prepared 
to disseminate it immediately and effectively. 



~ticle XII 

-All stat~ons, installation_, equipment and space vehicles 9n 
the moon and other celestia~ bodies ,shall be open-to represen-
tatives of o~her States Parti~s to-the Treaty on a basis of 
reciprocity. Such representatives ~hall-give reasonable ad~ 
vance notice of-a projected vIsit, in or..der that appropriate 
consultations may be held and that maximum precautions may be-
caken to assure safety and to avoid interfetence vith normal 
operations in the f~cil~~Y to be visited. ' 

Article XIII -

The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to thE!- act~vitfes of-
States Parties to the Trea~y in the exploration an4 use of-
outer space, including the moon and other cel~stial bodies, 
whe-ther such-_ac_tiv:1ties are carried 011_ by a single State Party 
to the -Treaty or jointly_ with other States. including cases - -
where they ...ar.e- carried on within the Jl'am:ework of international 
in~er-goyernmenta1 organizatibns. 

- - I ~ . 
Any practical questions arising in conneceion with activities _ 
car~ied on by international inter-governmental-org~nizatlo~s-tn 

. the exploration and I!.se of- outer space. including _the m9"0n and 
other celesfial bodies, shall 'be reSolved by tbe-States Part~es 
to th@ Tr~a:ty ~ithef witjl the appropriate'-:-!nternational or&a~i­
;a(ion or wi th .Q{\e or mo.re S ta t-es_ membe.rl! of that :tnt~r_na t i6nal 
or~anizationJ which are farties to this ·freaty._ ' 

Article XIV 

1. This Truty shall be open to -all Sta~es for signature. -Any 
_State whlch does- no~ sign thi~-:..Treat.y-befQre its entry-fnto 
-ferce in accordance with par'a~aph 3 of this article_ may accede 
to ita t any eime.. 

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory 
States. Instruments-of ratification and instruments of 'acces-
sion shall be-deposited with the Gover'nments of the Unit~d 
S'tates of America.- the United Kingdom, of Gre'!_t- Britain -and. 
Northern Ireland and th~ Union of Soviet Socia1:LS t Republics. 
~lch are .hereby designated the _Depositary Governments. 

-3. This Treaty shall enter into force upon the deposit of 
instruments of ratification by five Governments including the 
Governments designated as Depositary Governments under this 
Treaty. 



4. pOI' ~tates whose inst~uments of ratification or accession 
are deposi ted subsequent- to -the entry into force of this -
Treaty. it sft~ll enter intd force on the date of the deposit of 
their ins.truments of ratifica_tion or accession. 

5. The- Depositary Governments s~all pro!Dptly inform alLdgna-
- tory and-acceding States of the date of_ each signature, the 

date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and 
~ccess10n L~ this Treaty. the dat~ of:its en~ry into force and 
oth.er -noticel!.. 

6 •. -ThiS T~eaty shall be registered-by the Depositary Govern--
m~nts pursuant to Articl~ 102 of the Charter of the Unieed 
Nations. 

Article X'l 

Ani St~e Party-to the Treaty ~y propose-amendm~nts to this 
Treaty. ~endments shall enter into force for each State Parcty 
to the Treaty accep~ing the ~mendments upon their acceptance by 
a majority of the States Parties to the Treaty and- thereafter 
for each remaining State Party to the Treaty on the date pf 
acceptanc~ by_ it. 

Articl~ XVI 

Any State -Parey to - th~_ treaty may giV.e notice of its with.drawal . 
from the Treaty one year after its entry into f9rce 6y written-
notification to. the Depositary -Governments. Such_ wfthdrawal 
~hall take effect one year from the date of receipt of this 
notification. 

Article- XVII 

This Treaty, 'of which the English. Russian, French, Spanish and 
Chinese texts are equally authentic. shall be deposit~d in t~e 
archives of the Depositary Governwmts. DUly cert'Hied copies 
of this Treaty shall be transmit~ed by the Depositary ~vern­
ments to the Gavernment6' of the signatory and acc~d~n& States_ .. -



.APPENDIX D.: CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE 
CAUSED BY SPACE OBJECTS, MARCH 29, 1972 

("Liability Convention") 

The Sta.tes Parties to thi~ COIlv:~ntion, 

Recognizing the common int~est of all mankind in furthering 
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

Recailing the Treaty on Principles Governing .the Activities of 
Statet;; in the Exploration and UBI.! of Out-er Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 

Taking into consid~ration that, notwithstanding the precaution-
ary measures to be taken by States and internacional intergov-
ernmental organizations involved in the launching of space 
objects, damage may on occasion· be caused by such objects, 

Recognizing the need to elaborate effective international rules 
and procedures concerning lia~iliLY for damage caused by space 
objects and to ensure, in particular, the prompt payment under 
the terms of this Convention of a full and equitable measure of 
compensation to victims of such damage, 

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procedures 
will contribute to the strengthening of international coo.p~ra­
tion in the field of the exploration and use of outer space for 
peaceful purposea, 

Have agreed on the following: 

Article 1 

For the purposes of this Convention: 



(a) Th~ t~rm "damagE;:" meanl; 101>1> of lif!;!, pt!rsunal injury or 
other impair~nt. of health; o-r loss of or damage to property of 
States or of persons. natural or juridical. or property of 
international intergovernmental organizations: 

(b) The te-rm "launching" includes attempted launching; 

(cJ The term "launching State" means: 

(i) A State which ~aunches or procures the launching of 
a space object; 

(11) A State from whose territory or facility a SP:dCI:!-

object is launched: 

Cd) The term "silace object" includes ~omponent parts of a 
space object as veIl as its launch vehicle and parts thereof. 

AI:.t i cl-e 11 

A launching State shall be absolutely liablE;: to pay compensa-
tion for damaga caused by its space object on the surface of 
the ear-th or to aiE'-Craft in flight. 

Ar-t icl-e 11-1 

In the event of damage ~eing caused elsewhere than on the sur-
face of the earth to a space objeet of one launching State or 
to persons or property on board such a space object by a space 
object of another launchin~ State. the latter shall be liable 
ooly if the damage is due tQ its fault or the faul t of per lions-
lor whom it is responsible. 

Article-IV 

1. In the eve~ of damage being caused elsewhere than on the 
surface of the earth to a space object of one launching State 
or to persons or property on poard such a space object by a 
space object of another launching State, aad of damage thereby 
being caused to a third State or to its natural or juridical 
persons. the first two States shall be jointly and severally 
liable to the third State. to the extent indicated by the 
follOWing: 

(a) If the damage has bean caused to the third State on 
the surface of the earth or to aircraft in flight, th~ir 

liability to the third State shall be absolute; 



(b) If thl;! damage has bl!l.!l1 caused to a spaL:C object of the 
third State or to persons or property on board-that space 
object elsewhere than on th'e surface of the eart/:l, their 
liability to ttTe third State shall be based on the faul t of 
either of the first ~o States or on the fault of ~rsons 
for whom either is responsible. 

2. In all cases of joint. and several liability referred to in 
paragraph I of rhi£ artic~~, the burden of compensation for the 
damage ~hall be ap~ortioned between th~ first two States in 
accordcmce with the 'extent to whh:h they were at fault; if the 
extent of the faul~ of each of these States cannot b~ estab-
lishud, the ~ufden of compensation shall be apportioned equally 
'between them. Such.. apportionment shall be without prejudice ,to 
the right of th-e third State to seek the entire compensation 
due under this Convention frool any or all of the lalJnching 
States which are jointly ~nd severalit liable. 

Article V 

1. Whenever two or more Stat@? jointly launch a space object, 
-they shall be jointly and I!lweI..all-y-J:i.?ble -for any _damage 
caused. 

2-: A laun~hing-Stat:a,which has-paiQ. compensation for ,damage 
shall bave th"e righe to prese1)t a cl~im~ for indemnificahon to-
other pan-icipants .in t~ joint 'launching :_ - Th~ participa~fs in-
a joint la!lnching -may conc:ludf! agreemen~-s regarding the appor-
tioning among ~hemselves of the financial obligation-in respect 
o~ which they are jOintly and severally liable. Such agree-
ment-s shall be without prejudice to the right of a State sus-
taining_damage to seek. -the e!)tire compensation "due under this 
Convention from any- or all of the launching States whi_ch- <rre 
jointly and severally liable. 

3. A St~~e from who£e turrLtory or facility a space-object is 
launched shall be !egardud as a participant in a joint laun_ch-
ing. 

, Article' VI 

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2"of chis article, 
exoneration from absolute liability shall be granted to the 
extent that a launching StatE: establishe!> that the damage has 
resultf:d either wholly or partially from gross negligence or 
from an act or omission done with intent to cause damage on the 
part of a claimant State or of natural or juridical persons it 
represents. 



2. No exoneration ~hatever shall be granted in cases where the 
: damag~ hal> u!l>ultl:!d from aCLivities-con-ducted-by a launchi"ng 

State which" are not in conformity with international law -
including-, in particul~r.- the Charter of the United Nil:ions and 
the -Treaty of Principles Governing the Activities "of Sta tes in 
the Exploration and-Use of Outer Spac~, including the Moon and 
Other Cerestial Bqdies. -

Article vlf 

The provi-sions of thi~ Convention shail not apply 1;0- damag!:! 
caused "by a spaCJ! object-oj -a lau-nching" State to: 

- (a) Nationals of that launchin~ Scat!:!; 

(b) Foreign nationals during 'such- time as they are participat-
~ng in the operation of that space object from the time"pf its 
launching or at ~ny sta_ge thereafter until its descent, o.r dur-
-ing such time as they are in t.he immediate vicinIty pf a 
planned launching or- recovery are-a as the result of an invita:-
tion by that launching State: 

Article VIn 

1. A-Stat~ ~hich"_suffe.rs damage, o~ whose IUItural- or juiidi~al~ 
persons suffer -iiamage; may present- to a -l~unching-State_a. claim 
for_ c;o~pensatioil _for "such ~amage'-

-
2.- If t.he "State-af nationality has not presc:nted a claim, .-
anoth~r State may, in respect of damage sustained in its terri-
tory by any natural o~ juridical per£on, pre£cnt a claim to a 
launching State. 

-
~. If neither the State of -nationality-nor the State in who-se 
territory the damage w8ssustained has presented a ciaim or 
notified it. intention of pre£enting a claim, another State 
may, in respect of damage sustained _by its permanent rt:sidents, 
present a claim to a launchir.i S ta te. 

Article IX . 

A claim for compensation for damage shall be presented to a" 
launching" State through diplomatic channels. If a State does 
not maintain diplomatic relations with the launching State con-
cerned, it may request another State to present its claim to 
that launching State or othe~ise represent its interests under 

~ this Convention. It may also present its claim througb the 



Secr~tary-General of th~ United Nations, provided the claimant 
State: and tAe: launcl~il!g Stulc are, both Members of the Un-ited 
Natiuns. -

Article X 

1. J\ claim for -compensa tion fat:- damage may be presented to a 
launching St~te not later than on~ year following the dat~ of~ 
the: occurreJice of the dallUlge -or the -id,entif ication of thl:! 
launching, State which is I_iable. - -

2. IJ. huw~verJ -a State dQes not know of the occurrence of'the 
da~ge or- 'hd-s not been ubfe- to identify the- launching State 
whlch is liable. it 'may pr.esent -a claim within one yea-r follow-
ing -t.he date on,which it learned of the-a-forl::mentioned facts; 
however, this period shall in no event exceed one jear-follow-
ing the date on which- the_ State could reasonably be expected to 
have learged of the fac~s_through the exerciQe of due dili-
gtmcQ. 

37 The time-limits specified in patagraphs 1 and 2 of t.h±s 
article shall apply even if the full extent of the damage may 
not be known. -In ttIis event, however.-_the cl .. imant State shall 
b~ -entitled to rev~~e the cl~im and subm~ additional documen-
tation after the expiratio~ of such t1me-limits unt~l one y~ar_ 
after the full extent_of ~he damage is known. . - -- -

- Artic)e XI 

1. P~esentation of a cliim to a- launching State for compensa-
tion for damage under thib-Convention shall not require the 

-prior _exhaustion _of any local remedies which- may be available 
to a claim~nt State or to natural or juridica~ ~ersons_it 
represents .-

2. Nothing in, this Conv~ntion shall prevent a State, or 
natural or j~ridical persons it might represent,- from pursuing_ 
a claim in the courts or admini.trative tribunals or agenc~es 
of a launching State. ,A State shall not, however, be entitled 
to present a claim under thi!; Convention il) respec t of the' s'ame 
,damage f:cTr which a claim fs being pursued in the courts- or 
administrative tribunal!; or agencie!; of a launching State or 
under another international agreem'ent which is binding on the 
States conc~rned. 



Article XII 

The compensation whi.ch the launchi-ng State·shall be liClbI"e to 
pay for damage Wlder this Convention s"hall be determined in 

- ac·cordance .with inter;}ational law and the prindples of just ic~ 
ami equity, in order £-0 provide such reparation 'in resRec t of 
the damage as will resto~e the person, natural or juridical, " 
State- or international organiiation on wtrr>se behalf the c-1aim 
is presentee to the condit ion· which w~uld have existed if the 
damage had not occurred. 

Article Xl ~ 1: 

Unless (n~ cl~imant State and. the State from which Qompensation 
is due under_this Conve~tion agree on another form of compensa-
tion, tpe' compensa-tion shall be paid iOn the currency of the . 

. claimant State "or, if that State so requests, in tRe currency 
of the State from which compensation is que. 

Article XIV 

If no settll!ment of a -claim.is arrived at thibugh diplomatic 
negotiation~.as provided for 1~"article IX. within one year 
from the ~ate on-which the.claimant State notifies the-launch-

.ing State that-it ha~~"submitted the documentation cli. its claJm," 
the parties cOQc~rneQ-sha11 establis~,a Claims C~ission at 
toe request of _~ither par~Y. 

Article XV 

l~ ·The Claims Commission shall. be cgmposed of three members: 
~ne appointed by the claimant State •. one-appointed by the 
launching Sta~e and the third member~ the Cha~rman. to be 
chosen by both parties jointly. Each party shall make its 
appointment within two mODths~of the request for the establish-
ment .of the ~laims Commission. 

2. If no "agreQ~nt is reathed on the choice of the Chairman 
within four months pi the request for the establishment "of the 
CommissIon. either "party may requ~st"the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations to appoint the Chairman within a fur~her 
period of two months. 

Article XVI 

1. If one of the parties does not make its appointment within 



the stipulated period, th,e Chairman shall. at the-reque.!>t of: 
tne other ~artYI constit~te a single-member Claims_Commission. 

2. Any v-aca-ncy which IlWY arilOe in_ the Commission for whatever 
reason shall be filled by the same-procedure ado-pted -for the-
original appoI~tment. 

3. The Commission- shalr deternrine its own- procedut:..e. 

4. The Commission shall determine ~he place or places where it 
shall sit and all_athe{ administratLve matters. 

s. except -in ..the case- of deGisioru; and 'awards by Ii s.ingl~­
member Comission, an---dl:!c:i.sions and- awards of the Commission 
~hall be by majority vote~ 

Ar:tiele X¥ll-

No inc rease in the membership of the Claims C01lUDis-sion sHall 
take pltlce by reason of two or more claimant States or launch-
ing States being joined !n anyone prQceeding before-the Com-
mission. TAe claimant Sue-es so jCJined shall collectively· 
appoint one member of th~ _Collll!1sliion in the-·-same manner aoo 
subject to -the same e..onditions as w.ould ,be the case for a 
single claimant -State. ~ Whtlll two 9:f more launching States are 
so jOinQd. they_ shall collec;t;i.vely--appolnt om: meniber of the 
Commission in ;he ~am~ way. __ If the.cl~imant States br t~e . 
launching -State_s do .not mak~ th~ appo:!:ntment within -the stipu-
lated -period, the Chairman shall constitute-a single-member 
COlllniss-ion. 

Arti-cle XVII1 

The-Claims_Colllllission shali d~cidlt the- merits of thl:! claim for 
compensation and determine the amount of c~mpensation payable. 
if any. 

Article· XIX-

1. The Claims Commission shall act in accordance with -the 
provisions of article Xil. 

2. The decision of the Commission shall be final and binding 
if the parties have so agreed; otherwise the Commission shall 
render a final and recommendatory award, which the parties 

~. shall consider in good faith. The Commission shall state the 
reasons for its decision or award. 



3. The COlllIlission shall give its d~_cision or award as promptly -
a~ poSsible and no later than on~ y~ur ftom the date pf its 
establiMh~ent. unless an-ext~nsiDn of this period is foupd 
necessa ry- by the Commiss [on. 

4. Thl;:! Cotmlis-si,on shaLl: make its d~cision or award public--. It 
shall delivera c~rtifid copy of it!:l-..Jecision or award to each 
of tilt: parties and tu th~ Secret.ary-General of the United 

- !'lationl'. 

Article XX 

The e-xpi:nse .in regard to the ClailUS Commi:;;sion shall be borne 
equally by the partit!s, unless otherwise deciaed by the 
Commisoiun. 

-
Article XXI 

If the_ da-mage caused by a space object presents a larg-e-scale 
da-nger to human life or seri~usly interferes with- the living -
conditions_of the population or the functioning of vital 
centers. the States PaTties. and iR particu}ar ~le-launchiftg 
State, shall examine thb po:;;sibility of renderin~ ap~opriate 
and_ rapid -as_sistance to the Statlf which has -...sufftinid-=-tht: dam-
ast:-. whell it so requt!l!ts.- However, .noching. in~this. artic:le 
shall affect-the rights or-obl~gatioqs_oL the States Parti~s 
~nd~~.this Convea~ion.-

Artide XXII 

1. In this CC;lOvencion. wJth the exceQ.tion--of articles XXIV to 
XXVII, referenc_e~ to State~ -:shall-!n~ =deemed to-apply- to any -

- interna tional- in tergovernmeotal organiza tion which conduc ts 
sp~ce activities if the organization declares its "acceptance of 
the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and 
if a majority of the States members of the organization are 
States Parties to "this Cc:nvention and to -tilt:: Treaty on Princi-
ples Governing thl:! Activities of States in the_-Explor~tion and 
~se of Outer Space, including the ~oon an~ Oth~r Cele~tial 
Bodie!> .. 

2. -States ml;:mbers of any !Ouch l>rganization which an: State~ 
Parties to thi~ Convention shall tak~ all appropriate steps to 
ensure that the organization makes a declaration in accordance 
with the preceding paragraph. 

~3. If an international ~ntergovl:!rnmental organization is 



liabl~ for damage by virtu~ of the prOV1Sl.OnS of this Conven-
lion. that organiz~tion and tflOs\! of itl:> members which are 
Stat~s Partie&-_ to this Convent-ion shall be jointly and 
severally Jiable; provided. however, that: 

(a) _Any claim for compensation :i-n re!;Opect 01 such, dalJ}.age 
l;hall-be first presented to the organization; 

(b) Onb where -the organization h¥ not paid. within a 
.pt:riod of six months. any sum ~greed o~_determined to be 
aue as cQmpensatioll f·or such damage, may tne claimant 
State invoke the liabiiity of the members which are 
States Parties to this Convention for the payment afthat 
sum. 

4. Any ~'laim. purouant to th\! provisions of .this Convl!nti.on. 
for compl.!nsation in respect of damage~ caused to an organization 
which has .made a: declaration in- accordance with paragraph 1 of 
this-art~cle shal~ be presented by a State-member 9f the organ-
ization which is a State Party ~ this Convention. 

ArticLe XXIII 

1. Th~ R~viarons of this Con!ention shall not affect other 
intfo!rnat..i.ona.l agr~cmcnt.s. in torce. in so' far as re1atio-ru; 
between t.hiE Stat~s Parii-t!s to such agr-eements are concerned. 

2.· No pr~v'isio,n or ·tll~~ -CDnvention shall p'l."event States f~om 
coneluding international agreements rearfirming. ~pprementing 
~r extending its_provisions. 

A(ticle XXIV 

1. This· Convention -shall b,e open -to all States for signature. 
Any State which does nat sign this eonvention before its· entry 
into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this artic,le may 
aceede to it at any time. 

2. Th is Conven tion, shall be sub-j ec t to ra tif ica tion by signa-
tory States. In~truments of ratit"ic·ation and instrumen~s of 
acct!ssion shall'be deposited wit.h the· Governments. of the United 
States of America" the Unitt!,d Kingdom of Grt:!ac Bri,tain and 
Northern Ireland and the·Union of Sovifo!t Socialist Republics. 
which are hereb:l designated the Depositary Governments. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of 
the fifth instrument of rat.ification. 



4.' For States wnose instrumen-ts of ratification o.r accession. 
are deposited subsequent to the entry fnto force.of this Con-
ven.tio-n, it shall enter into force -·on the date of .the deposit 
of their instrumerrts-of ratification or accession. -

5. The [Tepositary Governments_shall promptly inform ail signa--
tory and acceding States ·of. the dat.e oCeach signature, thE;: -
da~e of deposit of each instrument of r.~ification of and 
accession to this-Conven~ion, the date of its entry into foice 
and other noti~es. -

6. This-Convention 'shall be registered by the Depositary 
Governments pursuant to- Article 102 of the Cha-rter of. the 
United Natio~s: 

Articl~ xXv 
-

Any State~arty to this Conventign may propos~ amend~nts to 
'this Convention. Amendments shall enter into forceJor each 
State Party to the- Convention accepting the- amendments upon 
their acceptance by a majori~ of the States Parties to the 
Convention and thereafter for ~ach remainin.& State Party to the·. 

-CQnvention on the date of ~cce~tance-b~ it. 

Ten years -atter-the_entr;, into' force of 'this-Convention, th'e 
question of t~e revi~w of this Conventiqn shall be i~cluded in 
the provisional agenda of the United Nations General Assembly 
i~ order to consider, 1n the light-of past app~ication of the 
Convention, whether it Jequires revision. However, at any time 
after the Convention has Deen in force for five-years, -and at 
the request of-one third of the States=Parties to the Conven-
tion, and with the concurrence of the major~ty of th~ Sc..ates 
Parties y -a conference of the;, States Parties shall bl:! _convened 
to review. this Conventi_on. 

Article XXVII 

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its with-
drawal from the Convention one year aft'er its, entry into force 
by written notification to the Depositary Governments. Such 
withdrawal shall take eff~ct one year from the date of receipt 
of this notification. 



Article XXVIII 

This Conv~ntiDn. of 'Which the--English, Russian, Frt!rich, Sp§nisn 
and Chin~se texts are equarly-auth~ntic. shall be deposited in 
the archives of the DepQsit~ry Governments. Duly certified 
copies -of this Conventi0l! shall-be transmitted by the Deposi-
tary Governments to .tlre Governments of the l>igna-tory -and 
acceding Statt!s. 



APPENDIX E 

ARTICLE 22 OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS 'CHARTER 

The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary 
organs as it deems necessary for the performance of its 
functions. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Rule 98 

The General Assembly may set up such committees as 
it deems necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Rule 104 

Each committee may set up sub-committees, which 
shall elect th~ir own officers. 

Rule 162 

The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary 
organs as it deems necessary for the performance of its 
functions. The rules relating to the procedure of the 
commi ttees of the General Assembly as well as rules 45 
and 62, shall apply to the procedure of any subsidiary 
organ, unless the General Assembly or the subsidiary 
organ decides otherwise. 



APPENDIX F: AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS. THE RETURN 
OF ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF OBJECTS LAUNCRED INTO OUTER 
SPACE. APRIL 22. 1968 

("Rescue Agreement") 

The Contracting Parties. 

Noting the great importance of the Treaty on Principles Govern-
ing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 
which calls for the rendering of all Fossible assistance to 
astronauts in the event of accident, distress or emergency 
lanaing, the prompt and safe return of astronauts, and the 
return of objects launched int~nuter space, 

D~8iring to develgp and give further concrete expression to 
these duties, 

Wishing to promote international co-operation in the peaceful 
exploration and use of outer space, 

Prompted by sentiments of humanity, 

Have agr@ed on the following~ 

Article L 

Each Contracting Party which receives information or discovers 
that the personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident or 
are experiencing conditions of distress or have made an emer-
gency or unintended landing in territory under its jurisdictiop 
or on the high seas or 1n any other place not under the juris-
diction of any State shall immediately: 

(a) Notify the launching authority or, if it cannot identify 
and immediately communicate with the launching authority, 



~ediately make a public announceme~ by all aFpro~riate means 
of cOlllllunicat-ion a tits disjlosal i 

(b) Notify the Secretary~General of tbe U~ited Nations. who 
should disseminate the information without delay by all appro-
priate medns of cOlllllunication-at his disposal. 

Article 2 

If. owing to accident, distre~s, emergency or unintended land-
ing, the personnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the 
jurisdi~t1on of a Contracting Party, it shall immediately take 
all possible steps to rescue them and render them all necessary 
assistance. It shall inform the launching authority and also 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the steps it is 
taking and of their progress. If assistance by the launching 
authority would help to effect a prompt rescue or would contri-
bute supstantially to the effectiveness of search ~nd rescue 
operations, tne ~aunching authority shall co-operate with the 
Contracting Party with a view to the effective conduct of 
search and rescue operations. Such operations shall be subject 
to the direction and control of the Cont~acting Party, which 
shall act in close and continuing consultation with the launch-
ing author i-ty. 

Article 3 

If information is received or it is discovered that the person-
nel of a spacecraft have alighted on the high seas or in any 
other place not under the jurisdiction of any State, those 
Contracting Parties which are in a position to do so shall, if 
necessary, extend assistance in search and rescue operations 
f~r such personnel to assure their speedy rescue. They sharl 
inform the launching authority and the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations of the steps they are taking and of their 
progress. 

Article 4 

If, owing to acc-ident, distress, emergency or unintended land-
ing, the personnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the 
jurisdiction of a Contracting Party or have been found on the 
high seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of 
any State, they shall be safely and promptly returned to repre-
sentatives of the launching authority. 



Article 5 

1. Each Contracting Party which receives information or dis-
~overs tfiat a space Qbject or its component parts has returned 
to Earth iD territory under its jurisdiction or on the high 
seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of any 
State, shall notify the launching authority and the Secretar~­
GeDeral of the United Nations. 

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the terri-
tory on which a space objecr or its component parts has been 
discovered shall, upon the request of the launching authority 
and with assistance from that authority if requested, take such 
steps as it finds practicable to recover the object or compon-
e-Dt parts. 

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects launched 
into outer space or their component parts found beyond the 
territorial limit~ of the launching authority shall be ret~rned 
to or held at the disposal of representat!v~s of the launchiag 
authority, which shall, upon request, furnis~ identifying data 
prior to tneir return. 

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article, a Con-
tracting Party which has reason to believe that a space object 
or its component parts discovered in xerritory under its joris-
diction, or recovered by it elsewhere, is of a .hazardous or 
deleterious nature may so notify the launchin& authority, whic~ 
shall immediately take effective steps, unde~ the direction and 
contral of the said Contracting Party, to eliminate possible 
dange~ of harm. 

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to recover and 
return a space object or its component parts under paragraphs 
2 and 3 ·of this article shall be borne by the launching author-
ity. 

Article 6 

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term "launching author-
ity" shall refer to the State responsible for lallnching, or, 
where an international inter-governmental organization is 
responsible for launching, .that organization, provided that 
that organization declares its aeceptance of the rights and 
obligations provided for in this Agreement and a majority of 
the States members of that organization are Contracting Parties 
to this Agreement and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space. 
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. 



Article 7 

1. This Agreement shall he open to all States for signature. 
Any State which does not sign this Agreement before it~ entry 
into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may 
accede to it at any time. 

2. Thts Agrgemen~ shall be subject to ratification by signa-
tory States. Instruments of ratificat:i:on and instt.uments of 
accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the United 
Stat;es of AIUt:rica, the Unitt:d Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments L 

3. This Agreement shall ent~r into force upon the deposit of 
ins.trum.ents of ratification by five Governments including the 
Governments designated as Depositary Governments under this 
Agreement. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession 
are depoei ted subsequent to the entry into force· of this 
Agreement, it shall enter into force on the date of the d~posit 
of their instruments of ratification or accession. 

5. The Depoliitary Governments shall. promptly fnform all signa-
tOry and acceding States of the da.tEl of each signature, tRe 
date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and 
accession to this Agr~ement, the date of its entry into force 
and other notices. 

o. This Agreement shall be regi6te~ed by the Depositary 
Governments pursuant to Article 1~2 of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

Article 8 

Any State Party to the. Agreement may propose amendments to this 
Agreement. Amendments shall enter into force for each State 
Party to the Agreement accepting Lhe amendments upon their 
accepta~l"ce by a majority of the States Parties. to the Agreement 

···and thereafter for each rema·ining State Party to the Agreement 
on·the qate of acceptance by it. 

Article 9 

Any State Party to the Agreement may give notice of its with-
drawal from the Agreement one year after its entry into force 
by wyitten notification to the Depositary Governments. Such 



withdrawal shall take effect one year frOID the date o.f receipt 
of_this notification. 

Article 10 

This Agreement, of which the Ecglish, Russian, French, Spanish 
and Chinese text~ are equally authentic, shall be deposited in 
the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified 
coples of this Agreement shall be tra .. smitted by the Depositary-
Governments to the Governments of the signatory and acceding 
StatK. 



APPENDIX G: CURRENT STATUS OF RATIFICATIONS OF TH~ FIVE UN 
SPACE TREATIES AND THE 1973 lTD CONVENTION 

1967 OST - Treaty on principles governing the activities of 
states in the exploration and use of outer space, including the 
moon and other celestial bodies. Done at Washington, London, 
and Moscow January 27. 1967. 18 UST 2410; TIAS 6347; 610 UNTS 
205. Entered into force for the United States October 10, 1967. 

1968 RESCUE AND RETURN - Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, 
the return of astronauts, and the return of objects launched 
into outer space. Done at Washington. London. and Moscow April 
22, 1968. 19 UST 7570; TIAS 6599; 672 UNTS 119. Entered into 
force for the United States December 3~ 1968. 

1972 LIABILITY - Convention on the- international liability for 
damage caused by space objects. Done at" Washington, Lo.ndon, 
and Moscow Harch 29, 1972. 24 UST 2389; TIAS 7762. Entered 
into force for the United States October 9. 1973. 

1973 ITU - International telecommunication convention. with 
annexes and protocols~ Done at Malaga-Torremo1inos October 25, 
1973. TIAS 8512. Entered_ into fo~ce for the Unite~ States 
April 7, 1976. 

1975 REGISTRATION - Convention on registration of objects 
launched into outer space. Done at New York January 14_. 197.5. 
28 UST 695; TIAS 8480. Enterea into force for the United 
States Septembe~ 15, 1976. 

1979 MOON - Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, U. N. Doc. A/34/664, p. 9, 12 
Nov. 1979; U. N. Doc. A/34/20. Annex 2, p. 33 (1979); u. N. 
Doc. A/RES/34/68. 14 Dec. 1979; 18 ILM 1434 (1979). The Moon 
Treaty has not entered into force. 



1975 
1967 1968 1972 1973 REGIS- 1979 

STATE ~ R&R LIABILITY ITU TRAnON MOON 

Afganistan YES 
Albania YES 
Angola YES 
Argentip.G YES YES YES 
Australia YES .'lES YES 
Austria YES YES YES YES YES YES* 
Bahamas. The YES YES YES 
Bahrain YES 
Bangladesh YES 
Barbados YES YES YES 
Belgium YES YES YES YES YES 
Benin YES YES 
Bol"ivia YES 
Botswana YES YES YES 
Brazil YES YES YES YES 
Bulgaria YES YES YES YES 
Burma YES YES 
Burundi YES 
Bylorussian Soviet 

Socialist Rep. YES YES YES YES 
Cameroon YES YES 
Canada YES YES YES YES YES 
Cape. Verde YES 
Central African 

Republic YES 
Chad YES 
Chile YES YES YES YES YES*'" 
China. People's 

Republic YES 
China (Taiwan) YES YES YES 
Colombia YES 
Comoros YES 
Congo 

(Brazzaville) YES 
Costa Rica YES 
Cuba YES YES 
Cyprus YES YES YES YES YES 
Czechoslovakia 'l'ES YES YES YES YES 
Denmark YES YES YES YES YES 
Dijibouti YES 
Dominican Republic YES YES 
Ecuador YES YES YES YES 
Egypt YES YES YES 
El Salvador YES YES YES 
Ethiopia YES 
Fij i YES YES YES YES 



Finland YES YES YES YES 
France YES YES YES YES YES YES· 
Gabon YES YES 
Gambia, The YES YES 
German Democratic 

Republic YES YES YES YES YES 
Germany, Federal 

Republic YES YES YES YES YES 
Ghana YES 
Greece YES YES YES YES 
Guatemala YES· 
Guinea YES 
Guinea-Bissau YES YES 
Guyana YES YES 
Hait.i YES 
Honduras YES 
Hungary YES YES YES YES 
Iceland YES YES YES YES 
India YES YES YES YES YES YES* 
Indonesia YES 
Iran YES YES YES 
Iraq YES YES YES YES 
Ireland YES YES YES YES 
Israel YES YES YES YES 
It.aly YES YES YES 
Ivory Coast YES 
Jamaica YES YES 
Japan YES YES 
Jordan YES 
Kenya YES YES 
Korea, Democratic 

People's Rep. YES YES YES 
Korea, Republic- of YES YES YES YES YES 
Kuwait YES YES YES Y-ES-
Laos YES YES YES YES 
Lebanon YES YES YES 
Lesotho YES 
Liberia YES 
Libya YES YES 
Liechtenstein YES YES 
Luxembourg YES 
Madagascar YES YES YES 
Malawi YES 
Malaysia YES 
Maldives YES YES 
Mali YES YES YES 
Malta YES YES 
Mauritania YES 
Mauritius YES YES YES 
Mexico YES YES YES YES YES 



Monaco YES 
Mo.ngolia YES YES YES YES 
Morocco YES YES YES YES* 
Mozambique YES 
Nauru YES 
Nepal YES YES YES 
Nt!tht!rlands, The YES YES YES YES YES* 
New Zealand YES YES YES YES 
Nicaragua YES 
Niger YES YES YES YES YES 
Nigeria YES YES YES 
Norway YES YES YES 
Oman YES 
Pakistan YES YES YES YES 
Panama YES YES 
Papua New Guinea YES YES YES 
Paraguay YES 
Peru YES Y-ES YES YES YES* 
Philippines YES YESU 
Poland YES YES YES YES YES 
Portugal YES YES 
Qatgr YES 
Romania YES YES YES YES* 
Rwanda YES 
St r Lucia YES YE? YES 
St. Vincent & The 

Grenadines YES 
San Marino YES YES YES 
Sao Tome & 

Principe YES 
Saudi Arabia YES YES YES 
Senegal YES YES 
Seychelles YES YES YES YES 
Sierra Leone YES YES 
Singapore YES YES YES YES 
Somalia YES 
South Africa YES YES YES 
Spain YES YES YES YES 
Sri Lan-ka YES YES 
Surinaine YES 
$waziiand YES YES 
Sweden YES YES YES YES YES 
Switzerland YES YES YES YES YES 
Syrian Arab Rep. YES YES YES YES 
Tanzania YES 
Thailand YES YES YES 
Togo YES YES 
'h>nga YES YES YES 
Trinidad & Tobago YES YES 
Tunisia YES YES YES YES 



Turlt.ey YES YES 
Uganda YES YES 
Ukranian Soviet 

Soc ial is t Rep. YES YES YES YES YES 
Union of Soviet 

Socialist Rep. YES YES YES YES YES 
United Arab 

Emirates YES 
United Kingdom YES YES YES YES YES 
United States YES YES YES YES YES 
Upper Volta YES YES 
Uruguay YES YES YES YES YES YES** 
Vatican City YES 
Venezuela YES YES 
Viet Nam., Socialist 

Republic.. YES YES 
Yemen (Aden) YES YES 
Yemen (Sana) YES 
Yugoslavia YES YES YES YES 
Zaire YES 
ZambIa YES YES YES YES 

ORGANrZATION 

European Space 
Agency YES. YES 

TOTAL: 84- 77- 63 1"9 31 11 

*Has signed the Moon Treaty 

"Has rat'Hied the Moon Treaty 



APPENDIX H: CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF ~BJECTS LAUNCHED 
INTO OUTER SPACE, JANUARY 14, 1975 

The Seates Parties to this Convention, 

Recognizing th~ common interest of all mankind in furthering 
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

R~calling that the Tre&~y on principles governing the activi-
ties of States in the ~ploration and us~ of outer space, 
including the moon and other celestial bod!!.!s of 27 January 
1967 affirms that States shall bear international respons-Ibil-
ity foY their national activities in outer space and refers to. 
tne State on whose registry an object launcfled into outer space 
is carried, 

kecalling also that the Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, 
the return of as~onauts and the return of objects launched 
into outer s~ce of 22 April 19~8 provides that a launching 
author~ty shall, upon request, furnish ideITtifying data prior 
to the ~eturn of an objec~ it has launched into outer space 
found beyond the territorial limits of the launching autho~ity. 

Recalling further that the Convention on international liabil-
ity for damage caused by space objects of 29 ~1arch 1972 
establishes int~rnational rules 4nd procedures concerning the 
liability of launching S.tatesfor damage caused by their space 
objects. 

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on principles governing 
the activities of States in the exploration and use of outer 
space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, to make 
provision for the national registration by launching States of 
space objects launched into outer spuce, 



Desiring further that a central register of objects launched 
into outer space be established and maintained. on a mandatory 
basis. by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Desiring also to provide for States Parties add~tional means 
and procedures to assi~t in th~ ident~fication of space 
objects. 

Believing that a mandatory system of registering objects 
launched into outer space would. in particular. assiBt in their 
identification and would contribute to the application and 
develovrnent of international law governing the exploration and 
use of Outer space, 

Have agreed on tbe following: 

Article I 

For th~ purposes of this Convention: 

(a) The te.rm "launching State" means: 

(i) A State whic~ launches or procures the launching o~ 
a space object; 

("il) A State (rom whose territory or facility a space 
object is launched; 

(b) The term- "space object" incrudes component parts of a 
space object -as Iorell as its launch vehicle and parts thereof; 

(c) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on 
whose regIstry a space abject is carried in accordance with 
article II. 

Article II 

1. When a space object is launc~ed into earth orbit or beyond, 
the launching State shall register ~he space object by means of 
an entry in an aRpropriate registry which it ·shall maintain. 
Each lau~ehing Stat~ shall infor~-the Secretary-General of the 
United-Nations of the establishment of such a registry. 

2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of 
any such space object, they shall jointly determine which one 
of them shall register the object in accordance With paragraph 
I of this article, bearing in mind the provisions of article 
yIII of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of 



States in the exploration and use of outer space, including the 
moon and other celestial bodies, and without prejudice-to 
appropriate ag~eements concluded or to be concluded-among the 
launching States on jurisdic~on and control over the space 
object and over ~ny-personnel thereof. 

3. The contents of each registry and the conditions under 
wbich it is maintained shall be determined by the State of-
registry concerned. 

Artic1,.e III 

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain 
a Register in which the information furni~hed in accordanc~ 
with article IV shall be recorded. 

2. There shall ~e full and open_access to the information in 
this Register. 

Article IV 

1. Each State oj registry shalL furnish to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, as &can as practrcable, the 
folluwing information conce~ing each space object carri~d on 
in registry: 

(a) Name of la~ncQing State or S~ates; 

(b) An. appropriate designator of the space object or its 
registration number; 

(c) Date and terr_itory or location- of launch; 

(d) Basic orbltal parameters, including: 

(i) Nodal period. 

(iii) Apogee. 

(iv) Perigee; 

(e) General function of the space object. 

2. Each State of registry may, from time to time, provide the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations with additional infor-
mationconcerning a space object carried on its registry. 



3. Each Statt! of r~gi:;try shall notify the Se!!retary-Gelleral 
of the United Nations, to the greatest extent feasible and as 
soon as practicable, of space objects concerning which it has 
previously transmitted information, and which have been but no 
longer are in ea~th orbit. 

Articlt:! V 

Whenever a space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is 
marked witj:l the designator or registration number referred to 
in -orticl~ r-v, paragraph I (b), or both, the State of' registry 
shall notify the Secretary-General of this fact when submittin~ 
the information regarding the spact! object in accord.ance with 
article IV. In such case, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nat~ons shall record this notification in the Register. 

Article VI 

Where the applica~ion of the provisions of this Convention has 
not enabled a State Party to identify a space object which has 
caused damagt! to it or to any of its natural or juridical p~r­
sons, or which may be of a hazardous or deleterious nature, 
other States Parties, including in particular States possesQJnB 
space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall res~oQd to the 
greatest extent feasible to a request by that State Party, or 
transmitted through the Secratary-General on its behalf, f~r 

assistance under equita~le and reasonable conditions in the 
identification of the Object. A State Party making such a 
request shall. to the greatest extent feasible, submit informa-
tion as to the time, nature and circumstances of the eyents 
giving rise to th~ request. Arrangements under which ~uch 
assistance shall be rendered ~Ilall be the subject of agreemeqt 
betw~en the parties concerned. 

Article VII 

1. In this Convention, ",:l:th thE: exception of articles VIII to 
XII inclusive, refe.rence~ to Slat~1;; shall be deemed to. apply to 
any international int·er-governmental organization which conducts 
space activities if the organization declares its acceptance of 
the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and 
if a majority of the Stat~s members of the organization are 
States Parties to. this Convention and to the Treaty on princi-
ples governing the activities of States in the exploration and 
use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial 
bodies. 



2. States members of any such orgaoization which are States 
Partie~ to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to 
ensure that the organization makes a declaration in accordance 
with paragraph 1 of this article. 

Article VIII 

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all Stat~s 
at Uftited Nations H~adquarters in New York. Any Sta~e which 
does not sign this Convention before its entry inte fQrc~ in 
accordance with par![!graph 3 of l:11is article may accede to it at 
any tiDle. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signa-
tory States. InstrUDlents of ratification and instruments of 
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-Gene~al of the 
United Nations. 

3. This Convenr;ion shall enter into force among the States 
which have deposited instrUDlents of fac1fication on the deposit 
of the fifth such instrument with th~ Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession 
are de~osited subsequent to the entry into foree of this Con-
vention, it shall enter inte fo~c~ on the date of the deposit 
of their in~truments of ratification or accwssion. 

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly infenD all signatory 
and aceeding States of the date of each signature. the date of 
deposit-of each instrument -of ratification of and accession to 
this Convention. the date of its entry into force and other 
notices. 

Article IX 

Any State Party to this Convention may propose am~ndments to 
th~ Convention. Amendments shall enter into force for each 
State Party to the Convention accepting the amendments upon 
their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the 
Convention and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the 
Convention on the date of acceptance by it. 

Article X 

Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the 
question of the review of the Convention shall be included in 



th~ provisional agenda of the Uni~~d Nationo G~neral Assembly 
in order to consider in th~ light of pa~t application of the 
Convention, wheth~r it requires revision. However, at any time 
after the Convention has been in force for five years, at the 
reque~ of on~ third of the State~ Parties to the Convention 
and with the concurrence of the majori.ty of the States Parties, 
a conference of the States Parties shall be convened to review 
this Convention. Such review shall take into account in 
particular any relevant technological developments, including 
those rdating to the identification of 8p~ce objects. 

Article XI 

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its with-
drawal from the Convention one year after its entry into force 
by written notification to the Secr~tary-General of the Dnrted 
N8tions. Such withdrawal shall take effece one year from the 
date of receipt of this notification. 

Article XlI 

The original oj this Convention, of which the A~abic. Chinese. 
English, French, Russian and Spanish t~xts are ~ually 
authentic, shall b~ depoaited with the Secretary-Ceneral of the 
United Nations, who shaH send certified caples thereof to ail 
si~natory and 8ccedi~g States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the unde~signed. being duly authorized 
thereto by their respective Governments-, have signe-d this Con-
vention, opened for signature at New York on the fourteenth day 
of January one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five. 



APPENDIX I: MEMBERS OF COPUOS. 1982 

Albania 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Benin 
Brazil 
B!.tlgada 
Canada 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Czechoslovakia 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
France 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany. Federal Fepublic of 
Greece 
Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Italy 
Japan 

Kenya 
Lebanon 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Philippinel 
Poland 
Romania 
Sierra Leone 
Spain 
Sudan 
Sweden 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
United jepublic of Cameroon 
United States of America 
Upper Volta 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam 
Yugoslavia 


