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PHOTOGRAPHS: NEBRASKA AVE 1917-1942

Aerials, 1922-25; 1930, 1940

Agony of Senior Essays

Ames, Rosemary from Cupola 1925 –outstanding student and athlete; actress, 

Andrus, Helen Palmer, 1926-30—scrapbook; includes photos of Miss Cole and many candids

Archery c 1930

Basketball Team, from Cupola 1927

Bessell's drawings/Architecture magazine piece

Boar's Head at Xmas

Brouse, H. Grace student MVS 1885-87: student, then became the business manager of the school for over fifty years, one of the first trustees and incorporators of the school—"the quiet power behind the throne of each of Mount Vernon's [first] three administrators. Her judgement in business affairs has been a strong factor in the material success of the school, but a far greater contribution has been her discriminating and unerring taste. For over fifty years she has lavished her strength in devoted service that helped to create and to maintain the Mount Vernon standard of perfection. " Jean Dean Cole awarding her the distinguished alumnae award, 1937.

Carey, Mary Stewart (Golden Jubilee) graduated 1877. First boarding pupil; her sister, one daughter, and granddaughters attended seminary, active in Indiana philanthropic and historical societies,; held the funeral service fort Mrs. Somers in her home.

Centenary, Group Dressed in Top Hats

Centenary, Announcement

Centenary, Cole cutting cake with Phila Calder Nye in Somers dress

Centenary, Invitation

Centenary, Parade of Years; Somers medal

Centenary, photo of Tea with Jean Dean Cole, Mary E. Woolley. Josephine Appel Moore

Centenary, Somers Medals

Clark, Addie Burr  Seminary 1888 --in the name of the class of 1888, presented the school at the Golden Jubilee with autographed pictures of Whittier and Holmes. Addie Burr Clark, wife of Judge John Clark. Her daughter Dr. Jane Clark Carey was a member of the Board of Trustees and donated the funds for Clark house on the Foxhall Rd campus—named for her mother. Addie Burr Clarks gift was given in the name of the Nautilus Club which studied American poets. Autographed notes expressing interest in the work of the club accompanied the pictures of Whittier and Holmes. Dr. Holmes copied the verse from his poem, The Chamber Nautilus, while Whittier composed a verse especially for the club.

Clephane, Beatrice; photograph from Cherry Tree Yearbook, page 51 president of the Women’s Bar Association, DC Bar Association, graduated from GW law School; born March 15, 1898; father was Walter Collins Clephane and her mother was Nellie Walker, MVS 1881-88; graduated from Wellesley, 1920; graduated GW Law School 1924; member of the Women’s Legal club GWU and President of the Law School Senate 1923-24; senate was only 30% woman at that time; member of Kappa Beta Pi, a legal sorority; entered her father’s law firm Clephane, Latimer and Hall in 1924; the only woman elected to the DC American Bar Association at that time;  founded the Legal Aid Bureau, one of the first organizations of its kind and the first in Washington, DC. as part of the Council of Social Agencies to offer legal services to the poor; Clephane died April 21, 1945; entered MVS 1912-1913

Cloisters

Cole, Jean Dean: 

Cole, portrait

Cole, small photo at Commencement 1930

Cole. Photo c 1920

Coming to Dinner, c1920

Commencement with Miss Guard leading the students c1930

Cupola, 1923, photograph of the yellow "baseball team" with Mary Strachan, editor

Cupola, 1927 Graphics and pictures, drawings

Daisy Chain at Commencement, 1941

Daisy Chain with Miss Brouse and Mr. Lloyd, c 1930

Desk in Study Hall

Edwards, Alice "Elsie" —Mrs. Somers niece, came to the seminary when she was twelve. Gifted as a musician as well as student. Editor in chief of the Records, graduate MVS in 1893 and studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts; spent several years in Europe as a student of Charles Lasar and Whistler. —Also taught at the seminary, active in the Friday morning Music Club and the Washington Art Club; Somers pupil, teacher of art and music "useful and loving niece to that 'Aunt Jennie' to whom she was ever the dear child" Brad. 36 Elsie Edwards, came to the school at 12, was Mrs. Somers' niece—"musical, literary and artistic ability…and a lovely sense of humor that was worth of Mrs. Somers herself…" grad 1893 and went to Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, later spent several years in Europe where she studied with Whistler and Charles Lasar.  Also cultivated her singing voice and piano playing, returned to Washington and was active in both the Friday Morning Music Club, the Arts Club and the Y.W.C.A. and long time member of the choir of All Souls' Memorial Church. Died in 1932

Faculty, 1925-26 including Peltier, Hill, Cole, Guard

Fairfax, Lillie Bowen: grad. 1894 accomplished singer, gave a performance of German, French and English songs. C1915; long time member of alumnae accoiation leadership, etc. her granddaughter is Theodora Chandler, MVS 1941 who was the first graduate to be married in the Somers (Navy) Chapel—she married Ensign John Green on May 9, 1942. Ensign Green died in the war several months later. Her father was Rear Admiral Theodore E. Chandler

Field Hockey c1930

Field House shop with students, 1940s

Field House with fireplace, students and Mr. Lloyd, 1940s

Foye, Alice Photograph; letter from Miss Cole; Post Card from Field House Shop

Front Entrance, walk

Gatesley

Golden Jubilee Photographs captions: Calling of the Roll Call by Miss Cole. –for many years it had been the custom first of Mrs. Somers then Mrs. Hensley to call the roll of each class at the annual alumnae reunion—until the list of graduates had grown so long it was not longer practical. For the Golden Jubilee reunion, Miss Cole decided to call the name of each graduate.—as the roll of each class was called, an current students in school costume of yellow and white appeared bearing a banner of each class—followed by the attending members. Small photo of photographer taking the long photo Heckert twins on horseback: left Frances (her daughter, Margaret /Mimi M. Fisher MV 1963-64??); right Margaret Louise Heckert (daughter Margaret Burdick MV 1959); they graduated in 1923 at 19 and left to study theatre in Paris at the Sorbonne. When they return, they had cut their hair which “appalled their father”; went on to study at Carnegie Tech where they eventually graduated. We active in the theatre and arts community in New York. Both eventually moved to Easton, Maryland in the 1940s where they raised families. Also, have great yearbook photos of the twins 

Golden Jubilee, Frontispiece of the Book of Remembrance: the book was given by Helen Kingsbury Meyers, class 1907—dedicated "To the Glory of God and in living memory of Elizabeth J. Somers"; book contains the names of the original incorporators of MVS, the chapel committee, gifts. The cover was made from a piece of blue leather left from an order for the Queen of England and bound and illuminated by Marion Lane. Marion Lane was born in England and took up bookbinding, begin trained by Alberto and Francisa Sangorski in both binding and illumination. She lived next to her workshop on the estate of Henry James who also gave her books from his collection for binding. The text is illuminated in the style of fourteenth century with water colors and raised gold. Lane also designed the memorial bookplate for Jean Dean Cole—see alumnae bulletin 1941. Miss Marian Lane. Born in England, began her studies as a miniature painter. "She first took up the study of bookbinding at the insistence of American author Henry James who furnished her with a workshop on his estate and books from his library which need to be bound. She studied with Alberto Sangorski who was a well-known illustrator, and Francis Sangorski who was the chief bookbinder in the firm Sangorski and Sutcliffe. She spent hours studying the illuminated manuscripts and bindings in the Bodleian Library at Oxford as well as travelling widely I, especially in Florence and Rome. Lane moved to Washington in 1910. She specialized in replicating the traditions of the 14th and 15th century, using watercolors exclusively as well as both raised and flat burnished gold. She exhibited her work widely, including the Arts Club in Washington and received prizes for her work 

Golden Jubilee, Heckert Twins on horseback

Golden Jubilee March

Golden Jubilee may dance

Golden Jubilee, Addie Burr Clark and Mary Bradford Stone with banner of 1888—in background Miss Guard and Miss Hill

Golden Jubilee, photo of photo being taken

Golden Jubilee, students in historic garb

Golden Jubilee, Three Little Mice (l-r Laura Brown, Elizabeth Barn)

Golden Jubilee, Two Women class 1879 l-Adalyn Smith Holden r-Anna Baggs Koehne

Golden Jubilee alumnae leaving front door of refectory with hats and parasols

Golden Jubilee Cole with megaphone

Golden Jubilee, Cover of Program for Memorial Service

Great Hall with Chinese rugs, Federal mirrors, corner chest

Guard, J. Lorna 1887-89; Seminary staff member 1892-36 born in Port Elizabeth South Africa, Died April 1 1941 Student and then member of the staff for over fifty years. "Beloved of Mrs. Somers for her Irish wit, social grace, and unflagging zeal in the interest of the school. Whether as chaperon, hostess, or librarian, she never suffered the M.V.S. standard to be lowered. Her power in holding those she influenced to do their best is attested by the lifelong devotion of many of the alumnae." Cole, awarding her the distinguished alumnae award, 1937.

Hastings, Helen C.  BA Radcliff, BS Simmons heads of academic work sem.—started 1929 or at least one photograph of the faculty circa 1940-41

Hensley,  Adelia Gates with Woolley  at time she received honorary degree from Mount Holyoke and letter from Woolley; June 13, 1916  Mt. Holyoke College conferred upon Mrs. Hensley the honorary degree Literarum Humanorum Doctor (L.H.D.) in recognition of her services to women's education; in 1923, after her death, Mount Holyoke named a library in its new science building in her memory. One of the founders of the Convention of the Association of Women's Collegiate Alumnae  which became the American Association of University Women)—close friend of Holyoke president Mary E. Woolley and Dean Florence Purington.   "A singular selflessness, self-effacement almost beyond the power of comprehension had made the years of transition possible….How quickly and deftly, how simply, how almost majestically ion her dignity, when the leadership became definitely hers, she made ready for the rebirth—only those who were at her side know;--how successfully the present testifies." Cole, 1930

Hensley, other photos

Home Economics/Domestic Science

Hutton, Nedenia president of the Little Theatre, 1941—performacnes that year included several one act plays including and a three act play in the spinf called, “June MaD.”Wilde’s “Toy Shop” Yearbook photo, 1941

Kayser, Elmer  –as early as 1930--also teaches a course, in 1941 Modern History and Scientific Thought and Principles; joined board in 1043

Letter, from Jean Dean Cole re Phi Beta Kappa

Library/Study Hall

Maddox, Isabel Ramage '09

Main Dining Room—also French dining room and guest dining room

Main Entrance with Cupola

Mathematical Door, Cloisters

McLean, Evalyn Walsh wrote an autobiography, Father Struck it Rich about Thomas McLean (poor immigrant father from Ireland; struck it rich at the Camp Bird mine near Ouray in 1896 when Evalyn was ten years old—became wealthy overnight; moved family east to Washington Dc; built house which is now the Indonesian Embassy at 2020 Mass Ave; --sent to “fashionable Mount Vernon Seminary” at M and 11th in 1897—wrote in her autobiography, “ I wanted to be an actress and was under orders to become a lady. I was attending Mrs. Somers’ school, the Mount Vernon Seminary. I was taken there every morning by little Annie… My chum there was Elizabeth Eddy who wore a big bow of ribbon on her taffy-colored hair. She was Mrs. Somers’ niece. “ Her daughter, Evalyn Beale Washington also attended MVS 1934-36; a wild girl who enjoyed spending her father s money; married Edward Beale McLean; Pierre Cartier sold her the Hope diamond for $180,000 in 1911; She wore it as a pendant surrounded by sixteen white diamonds on a platinum necklace chain with forty-five additional diamonds; tradition held that the diamond had been stolen from a Hindu shrine thus bring a curse on all subsequent owners; Evalyn had the stone “blessed by a priest so the curse and the blessing could fright it out.” Spending lavishly, E became an international figure but also a tragic one—she maintained her ties to MVS, often entertaining students and alumnae for special functions. She gave generously but erratically both to the school and to her other interest, including the war effort during W.W.II. “I cannot remember when I did not hunger after thrills…” she wrote, “That is the key to all much recklessness, I fancy. For some thrills I have paid terrific prices, but we live just once, and of all the things in this world, I hate boredom most.” At her death in 1947, Henry Winston purchased all her jewelry and donated the Hope Diamond to the Smithsonian Institution. Hosted the seminary students at her home for dancing.

Nash, Frances pianist—playbill

Nash, Frances s1908 pianist; in a concert in Paris, 1928 received glowing notices from the Parisian press—including works by George Gershwin, who said that "her concert had given him an unanticipated thrill."

Open Air gymnasium

Pamphlet for Dresses, approved by Miss Cole

Peltier, Madame Elnore ; French; Couvent du Sacre-Coeur and Officier d'Academie, retired in 1937 at the age of 73

Playing Tennis next to the gym

Post Office

Poster, W.W.I YWCA

Posters, W.W.I, knitting 

Red Cross

Senior Steps

Shelter at the Tennis Courts

Shelter with students on walk holding tennis rackets

Somers Chapel drawing by Bessell, 1925

Somers Chapel, interior and exterior

South Wing 1920s

Students in chapel in caps/robes 1940s

Students in curved stairs of chapel 1940s

Students in Fiction Library

Swimming Pool, with quote: Roll Call, Dec 1918, "The swimming pool is the most popular spot on the premises, alike for girls and faculty. It is rumored that splashing has been heard from that direction after 10 p.m., Certain teachers are suspected. Miss Napier inaugurated in December a class in Life Saving."

Syminton, (Jean we have her scrapbook) –one of the first students to attend and graduate from new Scripps College. Provides a detailed description of Scripps in the 1920 Roll Call; editor of Cupola—in the first graduating class of Scripps; MVS 1926-29 grad; mother Inez Hollett 1900-01; sister Louise 1928-9,30-1; optima; editor Roll Call grad Scripps 1931; masters U cal Berkeley 1933;  marries?? Mrs. Francis Cothran, Selections from scrapbook including play bill or scrapbook and photo of, entered MVS 1926 grad 1929 graduated in first graduating class of Scripps College 1931; MA University of California Berkley; mother Inez Hollett '01; sister Louise 1928-31; her scrapbook –might also use quote from Mary Vereen Huguenin, 1929, "Mount Vernon gave the students a good scholastic education plus the opportunity of hearing the top muscians, writers, poets and educators of the day, and when Hubert Hoover was inaugrated President of the United States, we were seated right acrooss from the inaugrual stand with full view of everything."—check—did her daughter go to MV?Valeria Harris Symington, c'36??

Thom, Emma M. (alumna and daughter of Rowena Thom ’28) Miss Nourse and members of the Society of Woman Geographers. Founded in 1925, “composed of women who have traveled and written on subjects that contributed to the general knowledge of geography.” Nourse spent a year leave of absence from MVS in Japan and one year in China. Published a book “The Four Hundred Million” On China and her Japan book, “Kodo: The Way of the Emperor.”

Thom, Rowena ’28

Typing Class, 1941-2

Walker, Harriet Belle, teaching history to girls in uniforms: "Brilliant Student, Inspired Teacher, Loyal and Beloved" "Inspiring teacher of psychology and history from 1894-1936, died November 18, 1947 "Her wide acquaintance with the alumnae, her unique personality, her inimitable wit and rare tact, her capacity for friendship and her unswerving loyalty have made her a power in the raising of the endowment fund…Of her many contributions, however, greatest is her close relationship to the alumnae which has enabled her to interpret to them the ever changing pattern of an educational institution that keeps abreast of the times" Cole 1937. Dist. Alumnae award  Saw the school move onto Foxhall Road. "Her brilliant mind and phenomenal memory were the admiration and envy of us all. No matter how long ago nor how briefly a girl may have attended Mount Vernon, Miss Walker remembered her name and face…Miss Walker was an outstanding personality, a truly great spirit." (Florence Birch McElroy wrote at her death.) IN 1928, she introduced a new course, called "Reflective thinking…a first course in Philosophy," she wrote, "…The text was prepared by nine Columbia associates in Philosophy. There are discussions of Physics, of Evolution (had the later William Jennings Bryan been familiar with this one chapter, he would be alive today), of the Higher Criticism (here are pitfalls for me who was born a Methodist), of Values, mediate and immediate, of Measurements for use in social decisions, of reflective thinking in law and in ethics…I hope to present sat the end of the semester a group of girls whose powers of observation and whose ability to think quickly and clearly and wisely will make them an asset in every class they enter."  Walker also taught a very popular course in Astronomy, "I wish to emphasize as desirable a knowledge of those subject which make Astronomy a useful science; its relation to navigation, chronology, geodesy, and surveying, and the determining of exact time. I would emphasize also those phases which make it magnificent(teaching its great hypotheses, theories and laws. I would have my girls learn of the great men of astronomical science—Ptolmey, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, La Place. I would wish particularly to use it as a connecting link to nearly every department of study in our curriculum(to mathematics…to history…to literature…And then, if I were fortunate, I might find at the end at least one girl who would understand what Immanuel Kant, perhaps the greatest of all philosophers meant when he said, "Two things in the universe fill me with ceaseless awe, the starry heavens above and the moral law within." I have long loved Astronomy and by virtue of that love I hope to instill into the hearts and minds of my girls a like devotion which will engender not knowledge alone but wisdom." grad MVS 1881 Present at the opening day of the school in 1875 and graduated with honors in 1881. Faculty from 1895--1936; edited the Roll Call 1916-16;

Walking Club 1929 with Cole

Window in the baptistery of the metropolitan Methodist Church February 7, 1932 dedicated as a memorial to Elizabeth Somers, gift of the Ladies association of the church in appreciation of Mrs. Somers’ long service as a Bible school teacher.—and token of appreciation for the use of the seminary chapel during the building of the new Metropolitan 1932 "placed in the Baptistery by the Metropolitan Ladies' Association in memory of Mrs. Somers the teacher, and as a token of appreciation for the use of the chapel of Mount Vernon Seminary during the building of the new Metropolitan Church." 
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