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204 F STREET AND M STREET  PHOTOGRAPHS 

Page 20 Intro. "Washington, DC, was a center of scientific, educational, and cultural growth in the 1880s and 1890s and a special center for professional women. It drew scores of career-seeking women who intended to take advantage of the capital city's opportunities. Among them were some two hundred women physicians and medical students. With their female peers in law, science, letters, and education, these 'new women' confidently expected a new age." Many of these talented, ambitious women joined the Mount Vernon Seminary faculty including:
Ames, Anne Seymour: Miss Nannie Ames, spending the summer 1885 in Europe, traveling with her father and the family of her uncle Rev. Chas. Hall, DD of Brooklyn. AA 1885; Photo as a student

Bliss, Clara Bliss Hinds Finley, page 20 

Bowen, Lillie Bowen Fairfax, page 38 Commencement; seminary 1894 (grandmother of Hoskinson) gave frequent recitals—in 1915, "her three groups of German, French and English songs carried her audience by storm." long time alumnae association and trustee; granddaughter attended MVS

Brouse, H. Grace, page 37 student, 1884-87; then became first bookkeeper and then MVS business manager and Treasurer, M street, etc.; with her roommate Cora Warner

Buxton, Dorothy Menefee, page 2; graduated 1914 taking picture on the right; photo from her scrapbook; scrapbook donated to archives by her daughter, Barbara Buxton Mickey 1940

Carey, Mary Stewart, first boarding pupil—add to page 15

Catalogue, F Street, page 17

Catalogue, M Street, page 36 1880-81

Cole, Jean Dean: began as English teacher, M street 1905? Became Headmistress when Mrs. Hensley died, 1923.

Commencement Invitation 1878, page 18    Somers, addressing her "Dear Daughters" at their commencement: "We have felt that the best the school life here could do for you, would be, first to develop in each of you an earnest appetite for the noblest things in Nature, in Art, in Books, in Friendship and in Character; and second, to aid you in the formation of right habits, physical, mental, and moral...we give you today this diploma, trusting that for each one of you it stands for a certain measure of 'self-knowledge, self-reverence, self-control,' for a widening of your human and intellectual sympathies, and for an ever deepening sense of the beauty of fidelity to right and duty."

Commencement Program 1886, page 28;  Below picture:  On assigning the Senior Essay topic, "Women's Suffrage," Mrs. Somers said, "While I have not wanted the suffrage myself, the world is changing and needs its women to share the political burden and I wish my girls prepared."

Comstock, Ada Louise attended MVS 1889-90 when her father was in Congress. Received her B.L.from Smith and an MA freom Columbia. Tauight at the University of Minnesota and in 1912 returned to Smith College as Dean. In 1923 became Prewsident of Radcliffe College where she remianed for 20years. Distinguied educator.

Dramatics, circa 1890, page 32

Easton, Miss S.A., page 24  graduated from Ohio Wesleyan College can came to Mount Vernon Seminary in 1875; left the seminary to do missionary work in India; established a girl's high school in Cawnpore; died in 1915 and is buried in the Mission Cemetery at Niani Tal. Travelling in Japan, wrote, "What is a woman in Knamom? A chattel only to be sold to a husband, therefore his slave. Every man you meet…has put on warm clothes…the women wear what they did in June…"

Editors of Record in the garden, page 33: Hedwig Brand and Elsie Edwards. 

Allison More, a graduate of the class of 1907 was given junior rank at the University of Wisconsin and graduated with the BA two years later. Another notable graduate and student of Mrs. Somers from those years who went on to distinguish herself as a scholar was Ada Louise Comstock, daughter of the Senator from Minnesota and eventually President of Radcliff College.
 By the turn of the century, the seminary had an established reputation as a two year program of college work, which, Jean Dean Cole argues, "indisputably places Mrs. Somers as a pioneer in the junior college movement, although the name of junior college was not used 

until much later."

Edwards, Alice "Elsie, : 1883-93 Mrs. Somers niece; many of her cousins also studied with Mrs. Somers; one of the first editors of The Record; was both a painter and a singer, studied both art and music in New York, Philadelphia and Paris; taught singing and dramatic arts at MVS from 1901 until 1930; early member of Friday Morning Music Club and Washington Arts Club.  Accompanied Mrs. Somers body back to Indianapolis; died 1932.

F Street home, page 10

Grant, Julia Dent: President and Mrs. U.S. Grant’s granddaughter, daughter of Ulysses S. Grant Jr., born 1885, and a seminary student between 1900-1903. Her sister and cousins also attended the seminary.

Guard, J. Lorna : sister Charlotte McAllister, chaperones and hostesses; M street 

Harbaugh, Joanna Van; began teaching in 1897—taught literature and history; became the registrar in 1901 until her retirement in 1915; "Her influence was an inspiration" and many alumnae "were kept in touch with the real M.V.S. spirit through her wonderful letters" When she retired, she sent a message to all the alumnae in the Annual of 1916, "Dinna forget I love you yet." Died in 1924

Hasselman, Anna  [Anna Hasselman became an accomplished painter and scholar of art; the curator of the John Herron Art Institute of Indianapolis.] 

Hayes, Lucy Webb, page 22 

Hensley, Adelia Gates, page 20, page 55 : born, November, 1855;  "tall with great personal dignity that was never stiffness…her low-pitched and slightly husky voice had an attractive, comforting, and friendly warmth…intensely blue eyes. "began teaching in 1884 ; married James H. Hensley in 1886 and remained with MVS until her death in 1923. At M Street was principal and teacher and when Mrs. Somers retired in 1914 became Head Mistress. 1917 Mount Holyoke College gave her honorary degree of L.H.D. Died November 27,1923—died in her home, Gatesley—laid out in the Great Hall surrounded by flowers. Buried in Rock Creek Cemetery? Taught modern and art history "…she taught with an understanding and enthusiasm that gave her most indifferent pupil an electric sense of transpiring events. All the beauty and the glory and the frailty and the power that turn from majesty to dust, or remain immortal in the passing of the years, flowed through her sunlit classroom." Bradford, 32-33

Hill, Katherine E. Miss, page 55, came to the seminary when it was on F street; taught mathematics and Latin, was the assistant forts to Mrs. Somers and then to Mrs. Hensley as well as registrar; was one of the original incorporators and first Board members when Mrs. Hensley incorporated the seminary. 

Hurst, Helen, add to page 42 : daughter of Bishop John Fletcher Hurst, bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church and one of the founders of American University. close friends d of Mrs. Somers; spoke as several commencement ceremonies; Helen Hurst attended the Seminary 1888, graduating in 1892. 

Koehne, Anna Baggs, page 24 grad 1879

Kuki, Yoshi, page 44: "who could ever forget the opening of Yoshi Kuki's huge boxes, straight from Japan, holding all kinds of goodies. Yoshi was a true hostess, for while we munched she played to us on the mandolin." Student class of 1892,  54. A photograph of the Riding Class, 1889, contains two Asian women, Yoshiko Kuki and Ruth Ysung. Yoshiko Kuki was the daughter of Viscount Kuki Takayoshi, an imperial household official, member of a very distinguished family, and an extremely cultured, progressive man. By 1872, Viscount Kuki had settled near his ancestral estates outside of Kobe and was active in both business and politics. In the late 1870s, Viscount Kuki became a patron of Kobe (Jagakuin) College, an important secondary school and eventually a four-year college for women in Kobe, founded by two American women missionaries. His daughter, Yoshiko, attended Kobe and then was a member of one of the first groups of Japanese aristocratic young women sent to the United States to study (the very famous, Tsuda Umeko, who attended Bryn Mawr and established the first women’s college in Japan, was another). When Yoshiko returned to Japan after her studies with Mrs. Somers, she was fluent in English, well educated, and knowledgeable about American culture. In 1898, Yoshiko married Kojiro Matsukata, president of Kawasaki Shipyards and a wealthy businessman. 

M Street buildings and garden, M Street trolley, page 26, 27

M Street interiors, page 30-31 Music room, reception area, student room
Maddox, Isabel in the sled, Isabel Ramage Maddox, 1909—her daughter Evelyn Maddox McConnell Pope, c'46—Eve's daughters are Katheirn Horkan Cambell, s'68 and ??—andoither Katheirne Horkin, '47 is ?

Morgan, Cornelia Irby, page 24

Nautilus Club, [add to page 40]

Nebraska Avenue, page 48 Early photo of the shelter and girls playing basketball

Nye, Phila Calder: began as pupil; history of art

Ohl, Fraulein Vallie T, page 51 Teacher of German, later member of the faculty at Maryland College for Women in Lutherville, Md. Retired to Germany in late 1920s.

Optima Cup, page 53

Pefley, Ray Gumbert, page 50  along with her diary

Playbills and advertisements, circa 1915, page 50-1

Scoville, Frances Cornella , page 15 grad 1884; roommate of Minnie Swormstedt

Scrapbook pages from 1880s

Scull, Sara Amelia : come to the seminary as Assistant Principal, 1878, "To Miss Scull knowledge was a pearl of great price, and deportment a treasure of fine gold. With what passion for intellectual wealth yet unattained would she exclaim, 'Oh girls, it is so beautiful to know!'"  Bradford, pg 23-4    Bradford, pg. 31-32 At seventy, she began study of Greek and photography—her photographs of classic Greek works received the World's Fair award 

Seminary catalogue—cover/pages

Smith, Dr. Julia, page 22 "the little doctor"; resident physician at MVS for 30 years; Julia Erlania Smith, graduate of Howard, 1889; Columbian Medical School, 1890;  1893 joined the Women's Dispensary—left same year to join Women's Clinic; colleague of Clara Bliss Hinds Finley. Ref in WmDrsGldAge, pg 84; Woman's Clinic 1893-at least 1900; pg 88; "served as house physician and physiology instructor at the exclusive Mt. Vernon Seminary." Pg. 123 retired in 1916; died February 11, 1925—started as resident physician in 1885 holding that position until increasing deafness made it impossible for her to continue. Remained in the school for many years after that directing various departments and activities. "Her quiet personality made itself felt, combining with strength and devotion to duty, an outward sweet attractiveness that soon won for her the affectionate name of "Little Doctor" by which she was always remembered."

Smith, Theodate : M street math and psychology

Somers "and her girls" page 23

Somers banquet at the Willard 1910, Page 46

Somers circa 1860, page 13

Somers, circa 1880, page 54   Somers believed her "daughters" should embrace "gracious womanhood” that, for Somers, “rested upon as strong an intellectual foundation as possible but above all on spiritual development…with eager souls, buoyant, hopeful, with unfailing springs of joy within, ready for work, willing-handed, loving-hearted, ready for service, fitted to live a life noble in aim and beneficent in influence." 

Somers The last two years at the seminary, the “collegiate course” provided such a comprehensive and demanding curriculum that its graduates proceeded without impediment into the junior year of colleges and universities they attended. One of Mrs. Somers' students who entered the school in 1879 and graduated in 1882 went on to Vassar. This student so distinguished herself on the entrance exams that President Caldwell wrote to Mrs. Somers that, henceforth, Mount Vernon Seminary graduates would be admitted to Vassar without


Somers, described by Hensley: Those of us who knew her can never forget her presence. She was not tall, but her carriage was regal; she had not beauty in the classic sense except in her lovely hair, but spiritual beauty illumined her every feature...The unhurried step, the twinkling eye that matched her swift but never unkind wit--who could forget?...Who ever failed to feel a momentary awkwardness or a clumsy move relieved before her understanding sympathy? Who ever fathomed the depths of her generosity? If discipline were necessary, the culprit forgot the tears which an ever ready supply of handkerchiefs...had dried, as she left the room, her face in smiles called forth by the humorous sally which invariably terminated the interview.

Somers:  instilled the values of service and social responsibility in her students. She wanted them to understand the debt they owed to those who supported their education. She urged them to transform this debt by giving to others. An address by Somers given for the opening of the school year begins with a reference to Hebrews 11, "The Cloud of Witnesses," No one can look for the first time into the faces of an audience like this, without thinking first of all, of the great multitude of other lives whose love and sacrifice are represented here...Out from behind this chapel full of young people stands in the background a cloud of witnesses, in whose presence we meet...We are the center of a great company of observant hearts. Now this great company of witnesses does two things for us. On the one hand it brings responsibility...Every work of the past is incomplete unless the present sustains it...You are responsible for this rich tradition. You inherit the gift to use or mar...This cloud of witnesses not only brings responsibility, but on the other hand it contributes courage. It sustains you to know that you are heirs to so noble a heritage. It is strengthening to enter into this rich inheritance...You have only to keep a noble work moving--to make 'the present copy fair the past'...It is a great blessing and a great inspiration to be taken up thus out of solitude into the companionship of strong, faithful souls who have achieved noble things. The "observant hearts" were the parents who raised their daughters, often at some sacrifice, as well as teachers who enabled them to reach for a higher education. Somers then introduced a third witness--Mount Vernon students who came before them, the alumnae whose traditions and love for the institution are their legacy. Somers told her students that they were joining a sisterhood whose values and mission they should be proud to embrace.

Somers: Elizabeth Somers' academic program was unusual and her standards were very high. Yet, she was an unpretentious and gentle person. In an 1868 letter to a friend, she wrote: You know, I used to think a great deal about self-culture and self-discipline. I've quite gotten over all that now. Too much of that makes us selfish and egotistical and self-righteous. It isolates us--it shuts us out from the pain and the pathos, the joy and the richness of the human lives around us...
Student Candids ; page 31, ppgs 34-35, 49(snowball fights, students with cameras, etc.)

Swormstedt, Minnie page 39, some photos courtesy of Diana Ingleheart.

Torinus, Lois. Page 47

True, Louise Prentiss, 1884 one of founders of the Friday Morning Music Club of Washington, "the only woman's club in the country that gave a concert every week during the season." President of the Alumnae Association, her daughter, Marion True, 1910.

V.V. Charter Members: page 29
Walker, Harriet Belle :  first full time day student;--became one of best loved and longest-serving teachers; natural sciences, Bible, ethics, history and psychology; 

Warner, Cora and her roommate Grace Brouse ?circa 1885

Washington, DC circa 1860 [need to find]

White House Lawn, circa 1890s, page 41

Wilson Inaugural and Suffrage group, page 41
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