CAPTIONS: NEBRASKA AVE 1917-1942

Chapter break photo: 

Aerial view of Mount Vernon Seminary on Nebraska Avenue, circa 1930

Page 60: 

Main entrance to the refectory and the cupola; the school crest and motto are carved in stone over the door and can still be seen today.

Pages 62 and 63:

Wesley Bessell's plans for the Nebraska Avenue campus.

Page 64: 

[Upper photo] "The Greater M.V.S." The main entrance to the campus as seen from Nebraska Avenue, circa 1920.

[Lower photo] View from the north cloisters looking into the quadrangle.

Page 65:

Students in front of the south wing, around 1920, with Miss Cole's Staffordshire bull terrier "Coke." Mrs. Somers' room was in the corner on the top floor. She wrote that she could see both out across Ward Circle, "the woods and valley beyond," as well as "watch with great interest the building of the National Cathedral" to the southeast.

Page 66:

[Left] Main dining room.

[Top] The "Mathematical Door Guards" on the quadrangle, leading into classrooms.

[Right] The desk in the study hall was a reproduction of an old English grammar school dunce seat.

Page 67:

[Upper photo] The Great Hall after its completion, with the Wiles portrait of Mrs. Somers hanging over the mantle. Bessell designed the mantel area especially for the portrait. This room was used for musical recitals, special events, and for receiving visitors.

[Lower] Students reading in the fiction library, 1920.

Page 68:

The cloisters.

Page 69: [still need photos]

Page 71:

A student Red Cross class in 1917. Students taking the class learned basic first aid as well as bandage making, knitting, and sewing; the class became mandatory during W.W. I. All the faculty and students at Mount Vernon were extraordinarily active during the war, producing hundreds of knitted and sewn garments, bandages, Christmas boxes, as well as buying War Saving Stamps and Liberty Bonds.

Page 72:

Camp Leach on the American University campus in 1917. Mount Vernon Seminary is visible in the upper left corner, across Nebraska Avenue. 

[Photo credit: American University Archives, Washington, DC]

Page 73:

[Photo credit for Knit a Bit: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division LC-USZC4-5559]

[Photo credit for YWCA: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division LC-USZC4-3687]

Page 75: 

Harriet Belle Walker teaching a history class, circa 1920. "Her brilliant mind and phenomenal memory were the admiration and envy of us all…Miss Walker was an outstanding personality, a truly great spirit," remembered Florence Birch McElroy (Class of 1926). "Two things in the universe fill me with ceaseless awe, the starry heavens above and the moral law within," Walker wrote, " I hope to instill into the hearts and minds of my girls a like devotion which will engender not knowledge alone but wisdom." 

[Lower photo] Detail of winter wool uniform with embroidered MVS. 

Page 76:

Yearbook photograph of Mary Strachan, student editor of the first Cupola. Strachan was from Savannah, Georgia. An excellent student, she was an Optima member, Senior Class President, yearbook editor, and earned honors at her graduation in 1925.

Page 77:

Mrs. Hensley built Gatesley on the far corner of the campus next to Ward Circle in 1922. She left the house to the school after her death. It still stands at 3801 Nebraska Avenue next to Ward Circle with the sign "Gatesley" over the door.

Page 78:

[Upper] Adelia Gates Hensley, early 1880s.

[Lower] Hensley, caught by a student in a rare informal moment around 1915. "A singular selflessness, self-effacement almost beyond the power of comprehension…How quickly and deftly, how simply, how almost majestically in her dignity, when the leadership became definitely hers, she made ready…" wrote Jean Dean Cole.
Page 79:

Mount Holyoke College President Mary E. Woolley (left) and Adelia Gates Hensley (right), at Mount Holyoke College in 1917 when the College conferred upon Mrs. Hensley the honorary degree Literarum Humanorum Doctor (L.H.D.) in recognition of her service to women's education. Letter from Mary Woolley to Hensley below.
Page 80:

This photograph of Elizabeth Somers was taken during the period when she was posing for the Irving Wiles portrait, sometime around 1918. It is one of the last photographs of her.

Page 82:
Wesley's Bessell's drawing for the Elizabeth Somers Memorial Chapel. The simple Georgian style and square bell tower were designed to reflect the look of a Methodist meetinghouse in memory of Mrs. Somers Methodist preacher father and her own lifelong involvement with the Methodist Church.

Page 83:

Jean Dean Cole around 1925.

Page 84:

Jean Dean Cole leads the seniors for Commencement exercises during the Golden Jubilee.

Page 85:

Addie Burr Clark in front and Mary Bradford Stone carrying the banner of the Class of 1888 in the Golden Jubilee procession. In the background are J. Lorna Guard and Katherine Hill.

Page 86 and 87:
[Bottom pages 86-87]

Calling of the roll by Jean Dean Cole, who stands in the center on the balcony. For many years it had been the custom first of Mrs. Somers, then Mrs. Hensley, to call the roll of each class at the annual alumnae reunion, until the list of graduates had grown so long it was no longer practical. For the Golden Jubilee reunion, Miss Cole decided to call the name of each graduate. As the roll of each class was called, current students wearing costumes in the school's colors of yellow and white appeared bearing a banner for each class, followed by the attending members. This remarkable photograph is more than 36 inches long and was taken using a panoramic lens.

[Upper left]

This photograph was taken by Mrs. John M. Prophet, Jr. (Evelyn Tindle Jackson), Class of 1911, as the reunion class posed for the large photo below. The photographer is standing on a ladder in the center.

 Page 88:

The Heckert twins, "heralds in white-satin," riding their horses down Nebraska Avenue for the Golden Jubilee. On the left is Frances and on the right is Margaret Heckert. The sisters graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary in 1923 at the age of 19 and left the country to study theatre in Paris. When they returned for the Golden Jubilee, they had bobbed their hair, "which appalled their father,” said Margaret's daughter, Margaret Burdick, who graduated from the Seminary in 1959. Both Heckert sisters attended Carnegie Tech and, after graduating, became active in the theatre and arts community in New York. They eventually moved to Easton, Maryland in the 1940s where they raised families. Frances' daughter, Margaret "Mimi" M. Fisher, also graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary in 1963.

Page 89:

Two alumnae from the Class of 1879 holding their class banner: to the left is Adalyn Smith Holden and on the right is Anna Baggs Koehne. Adalyn Smith Holden entered Mount Vernon Seminary on its opening day in 1875 and was later president of the Mount Vernon Seminary Alumnae Association. Anna Baggs Koehne also entered the Seminary in 1875 and later wrote about her days at the Seminary on F Street (see page 25). [Susan check the page number]

[Below] Students perform the Golden Jubilee May Dance.

Page 90 and 91:

"Three Little Mice." 

Golden Jubilee Procession passes the Maypole.

Current students watch the calling of the roll.

Page 94:

Chancel and center aisle of the Elizabeth Somers Chapel.

Student choir dressed for a Chapel service, circa 1930.

Page 95:

The Book of Remembrance was given by Helen Kingsbury Meyers, class of 1907, and dedicated, "To the Glory of God and in living memory of Elizabeth J. Somers." The book contains the names of the original incorporators of Mount Vernon Seminary, the chapel committee, and a list of all those individuals who gave funds or gifts for the chapel. The book was bound and illuminated by Marion Lane. Marion Lane was born in England and according to the Roll Call, "first took up the study of bookbinding at the insistence of American author Henry James who furnished her with a workshop on his estate and books from his library which need to be bound." Lane studied with Alberto Sangorski who was a well-known illustrator, and his brother Francis Sangorski, who was the chief bookbinder in the firm Sangorski and Sutcliffe. She spent years studying the illuminated manuscripts and bindings in the Bodleian Library at Oxford as well as traveling widely, especially in Florence and Rome. Lane moved to Washington in 1910. She specialized in replicating the style and methods of the 14th and 15th centuries, using watercolors, as well as both raised and flat burnished gold. She exhibited her work widely, including the Arts Club in Washington, and received many prizes. The cover of the Book of Remembrance was made from a rare piece of blue leather," left from an order for the Queen of England." The text is in watercolors and raised gold. 

Page 96:

Program for the memorial service and dedication of the Elizabeth Somers Chapel, designed by Marion Lane.

Page 97:

The faculty of Mount Vernon Seminary in 1925. Seated in the middle row, center is Jean Dean Cole and to her left Katherine Hill; to Hill's right is Madame Peltier; Harriet Bell Walker stands behind Cole to the right.

Page 98:

J. Lorna Guard leads the students out of the Somers Chapel after Commencement, circa 1930. Born in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, Jessie Lorna Guard graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary in 1889 and studied voice in Boston until she returned to the Seminary in 1892 as a member of the staff where she remained for more than fifty years. "Beloved of Mrs. Somers for her Irish wit, social grace, and unflagging zeal in the interest of the school. Whether as chaperone, hostess, or librarian, she never suffered the M.V.S. standard to be lowered. Her power in holding those she influenced to do their best is attested by the lifelong devotion of many of the alumnae," said Cole when Guard was given the Distinguished Alumnae Award in 1937.

[Lower] Posted announcement from Jean Dean Cole extending the Christmas holidays after Isabel Creed, Seminary 1925, made Phi Beta Kappa. Creed later did graduate work at Oxford, and then received her Ph.D. and became a professor of psychology at the University of California.

Page 100-101:

The Field House (opposite) built in 1929, became the center of student activity. In addition to recreational activities, students could also purchase food, supplies, and small gifts from the Field House Shop. The Field House was the site of many Seminary and College Tea Dances and mixers through the 1940s. The open-air gymnasium also was built in 1929. It had a glass ceiling to let in sunlight and screens along three sides with canvas flaps, which could be lowered to keep out the rain and snow. It was used virtually year round, except during the coldest weather. The indoor pool in the lower level of the refectory was built in 1917 as part of the original structure. The Roll Call noted shortly after it was opened, "The swimming pool is the most popular spot on the premises, alike for girls and faculty. It is rumored that splashing has been heard from that direction after 10 p.m. Certain teachers are suspected. Miss Napier inaugurated in December a class in Life Saving."

Page 102:

The Walking Club in 1929. Jean Dean Cole is to the right of center in the black hat and her dog Coke is in front.

Page 103:

Coming in to dinner, late 1920s. 

Page 104-105: 

Materials from this page and opposite are from the scrapbook of Jean Syminton who graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary and Collegiate Course in 1929. After Mount Vernon, Syminton attended the newly established Scripps College and was in its first graduating class. She then received a master's degree from the University of California at Berkeley in 1933. Her mother, Inez Hollett (Class of 1901), and her sister, Louise, (Class of 1931), also attended Mount Vernon. The photograph in the upper left was taken by Syminton and shows Pennsylvania Avenue around 1928. The Inaugural Ticket is for the Hoover Inaugural, 1929. The pamphlet "A Woman's View of Hoover" was by the well-known novelist, Kathleen Norris. Syminton's scrapbook is filled with playbills and ticket stubs to musical and theatrical performances, including the performance of "What Every Woman Knows" starring Helen Hayes. The invitation to dinner (above) is from Jean Dean Cole.

Page 106-107:

The photographs on this page and opposite include pictures by Helen Palmer Andrus, class of 1930, taken when she was a student. The photograph of Miss Cole (opposite page upper left), Field Day, (opposite page, lower left), and the drawing of dresses from a pamphlet of "Dresses, approved by Miss Cole" are from Andrus' scrapbook. The two photographs on this page are of Helen Andrus, one in her spring white uniform and one taken by a classmate of Andrus holding her camera. 

Page 108:

Chapel Choir dressed for a service. The Della Robbia Lunette above the curved stairway was given to Mount Vernon Seminary in memory of Caroline Winslow Janney, class of 1896, "in remembrance of her long and untiring service as an alumna and member of the faculty." It was placed in the Somers Chapel on Nebraska Avenue in 1926. In 1957, it was moved to Foxhall Road and placed in the Lindsay Memorial Room, in honor of Mrs. Charles Lindsay, another longtime member of the faculty, where it can be found today. 

Page 109 (I assume you plan to put this caption on page  108):

Opposite page: The Founder's Day ceremony during the Elizabeth Somers Centenary, celebrating the 100th year of her birth, as the candles on the traditional cake are being lit. Jean Dean Cole is in the center, holding out her arms. To her right in the white dress is Phila Calder Nye, dressed in Mrs. Somers portrait gown, and directly behind Cole's right arm is Anne Seymour Ames.

Page 110:

Centenary medal. The large bronze plaques made by John Sinnock, which were placed in the refectory, as well as several Centenary medals, are currently in the Mount Vernon Seminary and College Archives. 

Page 111:

Left to right: Mrs. Delos Blodgett (Carlisle Sullivan, Class of 1920), Jean Dean Cole, Mary E. Woolley (then President Emeritus of Mount Holyoke College), and Josephine Appel Moore (Class of 1912), during tea after the Centenary Service at which President Woolley spoke. 

Page 113:

George Lloyd escorting H. Grace Brouse under the Daisy Chain, during Alumnae Day activities around 1930. Greeting the alumnae through a Daisy Chain was the traditional way to welcome alumnae back to the school during Commencement week going back to the 1880s. 

Page 114:

Members of drama club dressed for Centenary play.

Concert program for Frances Nash. Frances Nash (Class of 1908) became a well-known pianist and performed throughout the United States and Europe. After one concert in Paris in 1928, she received glowing notices from the Parisian press for playing new works by George Gershwin. Gershwin, also in attendance, said that her concert had given him "an unanticipated thrill."

Students preparing to leave the campus to attend a theatre performance, circa 1940. "Mount Vernon gave the students a good scholastic education plus the opportunity of hearing the top musicians, writers, poets, and educators of the day," wrote Mary Vereen Huguenin, (Class of 1929).

Page 115:

Christmas festivities always included carol singing and the presentation of the traditional "Boar's Head."

Page 116:

Large photograph above shows the terrace outside of the Field House; inset a Junior College mixer with soldiers during the early 1940s. Above, the varsity basketball team, 1927.

Page 117:

Daisy Chain at Commencement in 1941.

[Block out and highlight this text after the long quote:]

Mary Stewart Cary described the event that led to the daisy becoming the school flower and yellow and white the school colors, "We were one large family and Mrs. Somers was our constant companion…once in May, we walked with Mrs. Somers to the Smithsonian Institute which stood among fields of daisies. We girls rushed in among them, picking great armfuls. Mrs. Somers watched us and lovingly admired this picture which led to the selection of the school flower and the school colors." 

Page 118:

Evalyn Walsh McLean attended Mount Vernon Seminary from 1897 to 1901. Her father, Thomas Walsh, was a poor farmer from Ireland who came to the United States and struck it rich at the Camp Bird mine near Ouray, Colorado, in 1896 when Evalyn was 10 years old—he became wealthy overnight. Walsh moved his family east to Washington, D.C., and built a mansion on Massachusetts Avenue which is now the Indonesian Embassy. Evalyn was sent to, “fashionable Mount Vernon Seminary,” she wrote in her autobiography. “I wanted to be an actress and was under orders to become a lady. I was attending Mrs. Somers’ school, the Mount Vernon Seminary. I was taken there every morning by little Annie…My chum there was Elizabeth Eddy who wore a big bow of ribbon on her taffy-colored hair. She was Mrs. Somers’ niece." Despite the influence of Mrs. Somers, Evalyn Walsh admitted she was "a wild girl who enjoyed spending her father's money." Her marriage to Edward Beale McLean was troubled and while she became internationally known, she was also a somewhat tragic figure. In 1911, Pierre Cartier sold her the famous Hope diamond for $180,000 and McLean wore it as a pendant surrounded by 16 white diamonds on a platinum necklace chain with 45 additional diamonds. Tradition held that the diamond had been stolen from a Hindu shrine, thus bringing a curse on all subsequent owners, but Evalyn had the stone, “blessed by a priest so the curse and the blessing could fright it out.” Throughout her life, she maintained her ties to Mount Vernon Seminary, often entertaining students and alumnae for special functions. She gave generously but erratically both to the school and to her other interests, including substantial support for the war effort during W.W.II. “I cannot remember when I did not hunger after thrills," she wrote, “That is the key to much recklessness, I fancy. For some thrills I have paid terrific prices, but we live just once, and of all the things in this world, I hate boredom most.” At her death in 1947, Henry Winston purchased all her jewelry and donated the Hope Diamond to the Smithsonian Institution. Her daughter, Evalyn Washington McLean (Class of 1936) also attended Mount Vernon Seminary.

[Top left] Evalyn Walsh McLean standing alongside her father, Thomas F. Walsh, 1897. [Photo credit: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division LC-USZ62-119018]

[Top right] Evalyn Walsh McLean with camera on a tripod, between 1910-1920. [Photo credit: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division LC-USZ62-119016]

[Bottom] Evalyn Walsh McLean standing alongside her brother Vinson, between 1900 and 1905, around the time she attended Mount Vernon Seminary. [Photo credit: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division LC-USZ62-119013]

Page 126:

The refectory and the Elizabeth Somers Chapel.

Opposite page, the Senior Doorway and steps on the refectory. 

Inset, clockwise from left: The Great Hall (the corner cabinets and Federal mirrors are in Post Hall today); the French Dining Room; and the Post Office.
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