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204 F AND M STREET  CAPTIONS 

Chapter Break, F and M Street:

Lithograph of Washington, Special Collections, Gelman Library; original in Library of Congress.

Page 10:

(Do you want to identify page 10 on page 11?): 

Mount Vernon Seminary, 204 F Street.

Page 15: 


Top photo:


Mary Stewart Carey was the first boarding pupil in 1875. Her family were close friends of Mrs. Somers from Indianapolis and Carey's sister, daughter, and granddaughter also graduated from the Seminary.

Bottom photo: 


Ada Louise Comstock attended Mount Vernon Seminary in 1889 and 1890, when her father, Solomon Gilman Comstock, was a Representative from Minnesota to the Congress. She received her B.L. from Smith and an MA from Columbia. After graduating from Columbia, Comstock taught at the University of Minnesota and in 1912, she returned to Smith College as Dean. In 1923, Ada Louise Comstock became the President of Radcliffe College where she remained for 20 years. [Give photo credit: Smith College Archives, Smith College]

Page 17:

Catalogue for Mount Vernon Seminary
Page 18:

Invitation to Commencement, 1878  

It became a tradition for Mrs. Somers to read an address to each graduating class, always beginning, "Dear Daughters " and continuing, "We have felt that the best the school life here could do for you, would be, first to develop in each of you an earnest appetite for the noblest things in Nature, in Art, in Books, in Friendship and in Character; and second, to aid you in the formation of right habits, physical, mental, and moral...we give you today this diploma, trusting that for each one of you it stands for a certain measure of 'self-knowledge, self-reverence, self-control,' for a widening of your human and intellectual sympathies, and for an ever deepening sense of the beauty of fidelity to right and duty."

Page 19: (move round photo on page 24 to this page—move Grant to page 24; cut Elsie Edwards and Bowen)

Caption for round photo: 

Mrs. Somers and her "girls"  circa 1881. Somers believed her "daughters" should embrace a "gracious womanhood” that, “rested upon as strong an intellectual foundation as possible but above all on spiritual development…with eager souls, buoyant, hopeful, with unfailing springs of joy within, ready for work, willing-handed, loving-hearted, ready for service, fitted to live a life noble in aim and beneficent in influence." 

Page 20:

(Left) Anne Seymour Ames

(Right) Adelia Gates Hensley

Page 21:

In section on left side, add photo of  Jean Dean Cole

Text: Jean Dean Cole graduated from Mount Holyoke in 1900. In 1905, she was referred to Mount Vernon Seminary for a possible position teaching English. While Cole arrived "with a strong prejudice against private school work," she was persuaded to take a teaching position after being ushered into Adelia Gates Hensley's office. "You are a Mount Holyoke woman, I believe. So am I," Hensley said. Cole wrote a number of years later, "[My] first meeting with Mrs. Somers was in the Music Room, where she sat enthroned in gracious dignity and looking at me, critically, said, "I have one fault to find with you—you are too young." I recall my reply, "Time will take care of that"—and it has." Cole became president of Mount Vernon in 1923 and remained at the school until a year before her death in 1939.

Page 22:

Caption for the book: 

Professor Elliott Coues delivered the Commencement Address when Clara Bliss Hinds graduated from the Columbian Medical School. Using this occasion to argue for the equality of women, his address so incensed his colleagues that for the first and only time in the history of the university, the Commencement Address suppressed. Doctor Coues subsequently published his speech himself and resigned from the faculty.  

Page 23:

Top: 

Dr. Julia E. Smith was the resident physician at Mount Vernon Seminary for over 30 years. A graduate of Howard University Medical School in 1889, she also did more specialized study at the Columbian Medical School in 1890 and was one of the founders, with Clara Bliss Hinds, of the Women's Dispensary. One student wrote, "Her quiet personality made itself felt, combining with strength and devotion to duty, an outward sweet attractiveness that soon won for her the affectionate name of "Little Doctor" by which she was always remembered."

Bottom:

Lucy Webb Hayes

Page 24:
(Photo of Julia Dent Grant):

Julia Dent Grant, the granddaughter of President and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant and a student at Mount Vernon Seminary between 1900-1903. Her sister and cousin also attended the Seminary.

Page 25:

Upper right photo: Miss S.A. Easton 

(If you can find any room: Miss S.A. Easton graduated from Ohio Wesleyan College and came to Mount Vernon Seminary in 1875. She left the seminary to do missionary work in India, established a girl's high school in Cawnpore, died in 1915, and is buried in the Mission Cemetery at Niani Tal.) 

Page 27:

Top:

Horse drawn trolley on M Street, circa 1900

Bottom:

Garden and courtyard. M Street.

Page 28:
Top:

Senior House

Bottom:

M Street

Page 29:

Top:

The Music Room

Bottom:

Reception Room

Page 30:

Under the commencement program, highlight or frame this text:  

On assigning the Senior Essay topic, "Women's Suffrage" one year, Mrs. Somers said, "While I have not wanted the suffrage myself, the world is changing and needs its women to share the political burden and I wish my girls prepared."

Maybe you could also put the photo of Elsie Edwards here with caption:

Alice "Elsie" Edwards was Mrs. Somers' niece. She came to the Seminary as a young girl in 1883 and graduated in 1893. One of the first editors of The Record, Edwards was also a painter and talented singer. After leaving the Seminary, she studied both art and music in New York, Philadelphia, and Paris, then returned to teach singing and dramatic arts at Mount Vernon Seminary from 1901 until 1930. Edwards was an early member of Washington's Friday Morning Music Club and the Washington Arts Club. 

Page 31: 

Charter members of V.V.

Page 32:

Cora Warner (left) her roommate, Grace Brouse (right), and their room in 1887 (below). Brouse graduated in 1887 and remained at the Seminary as a member of the staff, becoming first bookkeeper, then business manager and eventually Vice President and Treasurer. Brouse's sister and nieces also graduated from MVS. Cora Warner graduated in 1888. 

Page 33:

Photographs taken from a student scrapbook, 1902-1904

Page 34:

Students in the courtyard of M Street, roller skating on M Street, and taking their annual trip on the C&O canal, late 1890s and early 1900s.

Page 36:

Top:

Ella Peacock and Alice Revell Judd, circa 1892. 

Bottom: 

A dramatic performance in the 1890s.

Should probably put caption for page 37 on this page too, right?

Facing page: 

Elsie Edwards and Hedwig Brand in the garden working on The Record, date?

Page 38: 

Catalogue for Mount Vernon Seminary its first year on M Street, 1880-81

Page 39:

Graduating class of 1894. Members included Grace Wright Capen, Hedwig Brand (center, middle row) and Lillie Bowen (far right, back row). Lillie Bowen, later Mrs. Charles W. Fairfax, had a beautiful singing voice and gave many recitals in Washington. In 1915, "her three groups of German, French and English songs carried her audience by storm.." An ardent alumna and later member of the Board of Trustees, Lillie Bowen Fairfax was active in Washington social and cultural organizations including the D.A.R., Friday Morning Music Club, Twentieth Century Club, and  Friends of the Library of Congress. Her granddaughter also graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary.

Add photo of Grace Wright Capen.

Page 40:

The Nautilus Club was a student literary organization in the 1880s and 1890s. Guided by Mrs. Somers (center, middle row), the students studied contemporary American writers, then wrote them letters of appreciation asking for photographs. Addie Burr Clark (directly behind Mrs. Somers) saved photographs and letters from Oliver Wendell Holmes and John Greenleaf Whittier which are now in the Mount Vernon Archives. The poem by Whittier was composed specifically for the students in the club. After she was married, Addie Burr Clark developed an outstanding collection of etchings, pewter, and early American artifacts. Over 200 of these etchings are now part of the print collection at the National Gallery of Art.

Photographs on next page (41):

Top:  

Student photograph of a women's suffrage parade held in conjunction with the Wilson Inaugural, 1913

Page 43: 

Minnie Swormstedt attended Mount Vernon Seminary from 1880-1882. Born in Chicago in 1864, she spent part of her childhood in Evansville, Illinois, where her father was a successful businessman. In 1876, her family bought and moved to the Sterling Plantation just outside of New Orleans. When Minnie was 16, her parents sent her to Mount Vernon Seminary. There she became friends with several other girls from Evansville including Edith Foster (later Mrs. Alan M. Dulles) and her sister Eleanor (later Mrs. Robert Lansing), the two daughters of former Secretary of State John W. Foster. Minnie received many letters (opposite page) from her father, mother, and brother while at the Seminary. These letters offer a moving account of her family's life in New Orleans, expressions of deep family love, and their encouragement of Minnie to study hard and take advantage of Washington DC. In April of 1881, for example, her father urged her to visit the congress and see, "the great men of the nation." Minnie left the Seminary in 1883, suffering from asthma, and when the plantation was flooded, the financially ruined Swormstedts moved back to Evansville. In 1891, Minnie married William Foster, the uncle of her classmates Edith and Eleanor. In addition to raising a family, she became an active member of the community, serving on the Board of Public Health, Directors of the Orphan Asylum, and other public service organizations. During the First World War, she served in the Red Cross. Her granddaughter, Diana Ingleheart remembers her grandmother as, "always involved even when she was using an inhaler every five minutes." Minnie Swormstedt Foster died in 1942. 

Page 44:

(Not sure I like the layout of this page) Captions:

Helen Hurst, daughter of Bishop John Fletcher Hurst, graduated from Mount Vernon Seminary in 1892. Bishop Hurst was a close friend of Elizabeth Somers and active in the life of the Seminary, giving several commencement addresses and benedictions at special events, including the Commencement Address at Helen's graduation. 

Bishop Hurst breaks ground for the College of History (Hurst Hall) in 1896. Mrs. Somers was also present at the Groundbreaking. [Photo credit: American University Archives]

Page 46:

Yoshiko Kuki was the daughter of Viscount Kuki Takayoshi, an imperial household official and a cultured, progressive man. Viscount Kuki and his family lived on his ancestral estates outside of Kobe, Japan, and he was active in both business and politics. In the late 1870s, Viscount Kuki became a patron of Kobe (Jagakuin) College, an important secondary school and eventually a four-year college for women in Kobe. His daughter, Yoshi, attended Kobe and then was a member of one of the first groups of Japanese aristocratic young women sent to the United States to study in the 1880s and 1890s. Yoshiko returned to Japan after six years of study with Mrs. Somers and several months in Europe. In 1898, Yoshiko married Kojiro Matsukata, president of Kawasaki Shipyards and a wealthy businessman. "Who could ever forget the opening of Yoshi Kuki's huge boxes, straight from Japan, holding all kinds of goodies. Yoshi was a true hostess, for while we munched she played to us on the mandolin," wrote one of her classmates.

Page 47: 

Isabel Ramage, (above and below) later Mrs. Charles Hamilton Maddox, graduated from the Seminary in 1908. An excellent student, Mrs. Maddox was an active and loyal alumna, serving in the Alumnae Association and on numerous special alumnae committees. A long time resident of Washington, DC she was a member of the Colonial Dames, D.A.R., Sulgrave Club, and supported many cultural organization throughout the city. Her daughter and granddaughters also attended Mount Vernon.

Page 48:

(Bottom of page)The senior banquet at the Willard Hotel, 1910, Mrs. Somers in front.

(Opposite page) (49): 

Lois Mower Torinus and her sister Gracia Frederika Torinus both attended Mount Vernon Seminary. "Grace" graduated in 1885 and died four years later. Lois, later Mrs. G.W. Tolen, graduated in 1904 and was an active member of the alumnae association as well as leader in the Girl Scouts in Minnesota.  Her granddaughter attended Mount Vernon Seminary. 
Page 50:

Shortly after she purchased the Nebraska Avenue property, Mrs. Somers built a rustic "Shelter" for recreational activities and parties. 

(Photo at Left) Students playing basketball at Nebraska Avenue, circa 1915. 

Page 51:

Seniors take their annual boat ride on the C&O Canal, circa 1915

Page 52: I don’t think we need a caption on this page—more/bigger picture(s) instead?

Page 53:

Fraulein Vallie T. Ohl taught German for a number of years at Mount Vernon Seminary and later was on the faculty at Maryland College for Women in Lutherville, Md. She returned to Germany in the late 1920s.

Page 55:

The photographs on this page and opposite are from the scrapbook of Dorothy Menefee Buxton, class of 1914. She was an honor student, member of Optima, and President of the Senior Class. Dorothy is holding the camera in the photograph, lower left. Her scrapbook was given to the Archives by her daughter, Barbara Buxton Mickey, College 1940.

Below: 

The Optima Cup.

Page 56:

Mrs. Somers in the late 1880s.

Page 57:

Top:

Adelia Gates Hensley

"Tall with great personal dignity that was never stiffness…her low-pitched and slightly husky voice had an attractive, comforting, and friendly warmth…intensely blue eyes," wrote a student. "She taught with an understanding and enthusiasm that gave her most indifferent pupil an electric sense of transpiring events. All the beauty and the glory and the frailty and the power that turn from majesty to dust, or remain immortal in the passing of the years, flowed through her sunlit classroom." 

Bottom:

Miss Katheirne E. Hill came to the seminary when it was on F Street, taught mathematics and Latin, and also served as an assistant, first to Mrs. Somers and then to Mrs. Hensley. Hill was one of the original incorporators and Board members when Mrs. Hensley incorporated the seminary. 
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